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WORLD  DRY  BEAU  PROSPECTS  a/ 


Summary 


March  11,  1932 


Bean  prices  are  below  the  pre-war  level,  according  to  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics.    Present  prices  at  Hew  York  are  either  below  the 
amount  of  the  import  duty  or  so  near  it  as  to  practically  shut  out  imports  of 
foreign  beans  for  consumption.     In  the  case  of  white  beans  and  red  kidneys 
the  domestic  price  probably  could  be  increased  significantly  without  meeting 
much  competition  from  foreign  beans.     Prices  of  cranberries,  pinks  and  limas 
are  nearer  the  level  of  effective  competition  from  foreign  beans.    At  present 
imports  for  consumption  are  almost  nil,  but  exports  are  also  -smaller  than 
usual . 

Supplies  of  foreign  white  beans  in  Europe  and  Japan  are  believed  to  be 
smaller  than  a  year  ago,  but  are  ample  to  permit  imports  should  the  price 
rise  much  above  the  duty  plus  transportation  costs.    An  outlet  for  some  of 
the  large  Rumanian  surplus  has  been  found  in  Italy  and  Germany.     There  appears 
to  be  some  surplus  of  cranberries  in  Japan  also,  while  it  is  probable  that 
Italian  red  kidneys  are  comparatively  scarce.     Stocks  in  Chile  are  probably 
equal  to  or  greater  than  the  small  stocks  a  year  ago  and  there  is  a  prospect 
of  increased  production  there  in  the  crop  now  being  harvested  which  will  offer 
competition  especially  with  domestic  cranberry  beans. 

a/  Figures  in  this  report  relating  to  quantities  are  reported  in  terms  of 
100  pound  bags. 

Statements  on  foreign  beans  other  than  those  derived  from  official  publica- 
tions of  the  various  countries  are  based  on  .reports  of  Agricultural  Commissioner 
O.L.  Dawson  at  Shanghai,  Agricultural  Attache' L.G.  Michael  at  Belgrade, 
Assistant  Agricultural  Commissioner  L.D.  Mailory  at  Marseille,  Consuls  John 
Randolph  at  Bucharest  and  Walter  S.  Reineck  at  Antwerp,  Vice  Consuls  Maurice 
Pasquet  at  Paris,  Camden  L.  McLain  at  Santiago  'and  Percy  G.  Kemp  at  Tananarive. 
Prices  of  otenashis  at  Hokodati  are  as  reported  to  'the  Department  of  Commerce 
by  Trade  Commissioner  Paul  Steintorf. 


3-6 


-2- 


Production  of  dry  edible  beans  a/  in  bags  of  100  pounds,  United  States  and 
specified  foreign  countries,  average  1925-26  to  1929-30, 

annual  1929-30  to  1931-32 


Country  and  variety 


Average 
1925-26 
to  1929-30 


United  States  - 
White: 

Pea  

Small  white  

Large  white   

Marrow     

Great  northern   

White  kidney  

Total  white  beans   

Colored: 

Red  and  dark  red  kidney  c/ .  . 

Pinto   

Pink  

Small  red   

Cranberry   

Slack  eye   

Yellow  eye   

'Total  colored  beans  

Lima: 

Standard   

Baby  

Total  lima  beans  .......... 

Others   

Total  United  States   

Canada,  mostly  pea  beans   

Mexico,  mostly  colored,  excl. 

from  total   

P.umania,  mostly  white   

Bulgaria,      "  "   

Hungary,        "  "   

Yugoslavia    11  "   

England  and  Wai.es   

Prance   

Italy,  white  beans,  red  kidneys, 

and  cranberries,  etc  

Spain,  excl.  from  total   


Germany  . .  

Greece,  excl.'  from  total  .. 
J  apan ,  Hokkai do : 

Large  and  small  white  ... 

Long  cranberry  (speckled) 

Other  varieties   

Chile,  excl.  from  total  ... 
M  adagasc  ar ,  1  ima  

Total  above  countries  ... 
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Pro  duct  ion  of  dry  edible  "beans  aj  in  Dags  of  100  pounds,  United 

States  and  specified  foreign  countries,  average  1925-26  to  1929-30, 
annual  1929-30  to  1931-32    -  Continued 


Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical  Research.    Figures  for  the 
United  States  are  compiled  from  reports  of  the  Crop  Reporting  Board.  Figures 
for  foreign  countries  are  from  official  sources  except  as  otherwise  noted. 

a/    Excluding  soy,  mung,  adzuki ,  broad  and  horse  beans  and  similar  classes 
not  commonly  used  as  edible  beans  in  the  United  States,  including  common 
beans,  limas  and  blackeyes. 

b/    United  States  figures  subject  to  revision  when  adjustments  are  made  in 
estimates  in  line  with  the  1930  census  information. 

c/     Includes  69,000  bags  of  dark  red  kidneys  in  Michigan  in  1930  and  104,000 
in  1931. 

d/     There  is  no  evidence  of  a  shortage  for  the  country  as"  a  whole,  although 

a  few  minor  producing  regions  report  a  short  crop. 

e/    Unofficial  estimate. 

f/    Quality  is  reported  to  be  poor. 

gj     3-year  average. 

h/    Acreage  reported  is  5  per  cent  greater  than  in  the  preceding  year. 
i/    Unofficial  commercial  estimates  place  the  production  of  first  or.  London 
quality  at  about  220,000  bags  for  1931  and- total  commercial  crop  at  287,000 
bags  compared  with  probable  exports  plus  carry-over  of  about  233,000  bags 
from  the  1930  crop. 

Suopl i  e  s 

Total  production  of  edible  beans  in  the  United  States  and  12  foreign 
countries,  according  to  latest  reports,  is  about  34,534,000  bags  compared 
with  the  large  crop  of  37,793,000  bags  in  1930,  34,045,000.  in  1929  and  an 
average  of  30,343,000  in  ;he  five  years,  1925-1929.     The  present  harvest  is 
thus  above  average  and  th 3  supply  is  undoubtedly  considerably  augmented  by 
heavy  stocks  from  the  large  1930  harvest. 

United  States  ; 

The  total  car-lot  shipments  of  beans  reported  from  points  of  origin  for 
the  five  months,   Sept ember- January,  were  only  9,571  cars  compared  with 
12,514  cars  in  that  period  of  1930-31,  11,794  in  1929-30  and  11,010  in  1928-29. 
These  figures  cannot  be  translated  accurately  into  bag  equivalents  due  to 
wide  variations  in  the  quantities  contained  in  a  car.    At  400  to  600  bags  per 
car  the  reported  car-lot  shipments  would  be  3,828,000  to  5,743,000  bags 
compared  with  5.006,000  to  7,508,000  last  year  and  4,718,000  to  7,076,000 
in  1929-30 o     Without  definite  figures  on  carry-over  a,t  the  beginning  of  the 
season  and  figures  on  shipments  in  less  than  car-load  lots  and  by  track,  no 
very  clear  picture  can  be  obtained  as  to  the  balance  in  farmers'  hands  or 
at  points  of  origin.     The  rail  shipments  in  smaller  than  car-load  lots  and 
shipments  by  truck  are  reported  to  be  increasing  in  recent  years.  Stocks 
held  by  wholesale  grocers  and  at  similar  points  near  the  consumers  are  believed 
to  be  comparatively  small  as  a  result  of  hand-to-mouth  purchasing. 
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In  California,  reports  of  warehouse  stocks  give  definite  information 
on  -  the  present  supplies.     In  that  State,  total  warehouse  stocks  on  February 
1  equaled  2, 074, COO  bags  compared  with  1,853,000  bags  on  that  day  in  1931, 
which  were  the  heaviest  February  1  stocks  reported  in  the  past  seven  years  at 
least.     'The  average  for  February  1  in  the  five  years  1925  to  1930  was  only 
1,252,000  bags.     The  heaviest  stocks  were  in  limes  and  baby  limas.  Lima 
stocks  on -February  1,  1932  equaled  504,000  bags  compared  with  390,000  in  1931, 
and  an  average  of  377,000  bags.    Lima  stocks  in  1932  were  not  the  largest  re- 
ported, however,  being  exceeded  by  the  579,000  in  store  on  February  1,  1927. 
Baby  lima  stocks  in  1932  were  442,000  bo^s  com  oared  with  337,000  in  1931  .and 
a  5-year  average  of  140,000  bags.    Small  whites'  at  290,000  bags  were  some- 
what in  excess  of  the  heavy  1931  stock  of  238,000  ba0s  and  well  above  the  aver- 
age of  141,000  bags.    February  1  stocks  of  pinks,  pintos,  small  reds  and  black 
eyes  were  all  smaller  in  1932  than  in  1931.     Stocks  of  cranberries,  red 
kidneys  and  "bay as  were  all  nearly  or  more  than  twice  as  large  as  in  1931,  but 
these  classes  are  all  small  in  Quantity  compared  with  the  limas,  small  whites, 
pinks  and  black  eyes. 


Ccl 


ar-lot  shipments  a/  of  dry  beans  from  points  of  origin,  by  Stakes, 

1928-29  to  1931-32 


Year  beginning  Se"o" 


State  : 

1928-29  : 

1929-30  : 

1930-31  : 

1923-29  : 

1929-30  : 

1930-31  : 

1931-32 
prel.  b/ 

Cars  : 

Cars  : 

Cc-rs  : 

Cars  : 

Cars  .  : 

Cars  : 

Cars 

Mi  ch  : 

6,383  : 

5,616 

5,046  : 

4,202: 

3,075  : 

2,97  9  : 

5,243 

N.Y  

889  : 

1,056  : 

961  : 

610: 

653  : 

648  . 

:  921 

Idaho .... 

1,973  : 

2,516  : 

2,671  : 

1,485: 

1,653  : 

1 ,758 

1 , 496 

Mont  

:         566  : 

733  : 

647 

:  525: 

525  : 

542  : 

:  250 

Wyo  

:  347 

:           .577  : 

:  78.5 

:  330 

508  . 

660  : 

374 

Colo  ■ 

1,732 

:        2,347  ' 

4,312  : 

1,246: 

1,581 

:      3,293  : 

1,163 

IT.  Mex.  . . : 

555  : 

1,7.50  : 

624  . : 

419: 

1,171 

:  439 

:  570 

Calif  

:  2,961 

1  3,o88" 

2,b  50 

:-.  2,108: 

2,494 

:      1 , 958 

1,404 

Others. . . 

:  122 

:           239  • 

357 

:  85 

:  134 

257 

:  150 

Total 

cars . . . 

15, 528 

18,422 

18,253 

:  11,010 

,  11,794 

12 , 514 

:  9,571 

Range  of 

:  i,000 

1,000 

:     1 , 000 

:     1 , 000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

equivalent 

:  bags 

bags 

:  bags 

:  bags 

bags 

:  ba.e,s 

bags 

in  bags  c/: '6211-9317 

.7369-11053 

: 7301-10952 

: 4404-6606 

: 4718-7076 

:.5006-7508 

:  3823-574 

Sept.  1  to  Jan.  31 


Compiled  from  reports  of  Hay",  Feed  and  Seed  Division, 
a/  Lo  not  include  shipme-ts  by  truck  which  have  not  had  a  subsequent  rail  haul, 
b/  In  addition  to  car-lot'  shipments  reported,  183, 862  bags  were  shipped  by 
water  during  the  current  season,  September  1,  1931  to  January  31,  1932.  Com- 
parable figures  for  previous  seasons  are  not  'available. 

cj  Car-lots  contain  varying  quantities  of  beans  ranging  from  about  400  to  600 
bags  of  100  pounds.     There  is  a  tendency  for  a  larger  carload  to  be  used  in 


the  West  tl 
and  East. 


in  the  East,  but  there  is  considera.ble  variation  in  both  'Test 
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Stocks*  of  dry  "beans  in  California  warehouses  on  February  1,1932 


Date 

Averege 
'  1929  -  1932 



 , — __.  — 



 !  

and 

Vfl  v\  e  tv 

~  1929 

:  1930 

:        19.31  .: 

".  1932 

:        Bags  : 

Bags  : 

Bags  : 

Bags 

Bags 

Large  white 

:  12,398 

:  4,013 

:        9,824    ■  • 

17,378  : 

19,135 

Small  white 

:  140,633 

154,688  : 

180,098  : 

238,472  • 

289,816 

:  265,798 
: •  11,830 

23,671  : 

:  1.84,388 
16,025 
1.4,413 

232 , 824 
28,433  : 
:  26,487 

:     271,561  : 
59,617  : 
31,617 

237,797 
36 , 554 
57,231 

Cranberry . . : 

Small  red. . 

•     .  75,588 

:      65,787  : 

35,553  : 

47  ,  964  : 

10,334 

Kidney,  red 

:  18,698 

16,540 

:  19,867 

:  31,101 

86,274 

:        8,586  : 

4,690  : 

3,986  : 

7,813  : 

14,178 

Regul  ar 

1  ima  : 

376,923 

207,749 

•  290,049 

389,681 

•  503,674 

Babv  lima 

,•    139,816  : 

93,445 

:,  131,640 

337  280 

441,568 

Black"  eye . . : 

165,966  : 

80,568 

118,678 

:     419,053  : 

3.74,448 

G-arbanzo. . . 

2 , 749  : 

921 

:  1,681 

:           606  : 

;  59 

Miscel- 

laneous .  . . 

8,400 

2,407 

:  7,200 

866 

:  3,285 

•1,252,054 

:  845,634 

:1, 086,320 

:  1,853,009 

•2,074,353 

Figures  as  reported  by  California  Bean  Dealers1  Association. 


Foreign 

Supplies  of  foreign  beans  appear  to  be  fairly  heavy  in  spite  of  some 
reduction  in  production.     Large  carry-overs  increased  the  supply  in  some  coun- 
tries.    It  seems  probable,  however,  that  supplies  are  smaller  than  a  year  ago. 
Increased  takings  by  some  importing  countries  have  helped  to  redo.ee  the  large 
supplies  of  the  exporting  nations  but  information  available  indicates  that 
stocks  are  still  large  in  Rumania  end  as  large  as  last  year  or  larger  in  Chile. 
They  appear  to  be  large  in  Japan  but  considerably  smaller  than  the  unusually 
heavy  supply  a  year  ago. 

Europe 

The  new  official  estimate  of  the  Rumanian  crop,  6,866,000  bags,  is  larger 
than  earlier  indications  and  is  the  largest  harvest  reported  since  1924.  The 
1930  crop  of  4,476,000  bags  was  slightly  below  average.    Exports  have  been 
heavy  but  unless  domestic  consumption  has  been  heavier  than  normal  there  is 
probably  still  a  considerably  larger  balance  available  for  export  than  in 
any  recent  year.    No  official  estimates  of  production  have  been  received  for 
the  other  Danubian  countries  which  are  also  surplus  producing  countries. 
Early  indications  based  on  acreage  and  condition  reports  and  opinion  of  the 
trade  place  the  total  harvest  for  Bulgaria,  Hungary,  and  Yugoslavia  at 
4,400,000  bags  compared  with  the  unusually  large  crop  of  6,093,000  bags  in 
those  countries  in  1930  and  an  average  of  3,706,000  in  the  years  1925-1929. 
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Three  important  European  producing  countries  which  are  usually  import- 
ing countries  are  England,  France,  and  Italy.     Of.  these  three  Italy  and 
England  have  ha;d  material  reductions  in  bean  production  in  1931.  Italy 
suffered  a  drastic  reduction  to  2, 271, 00 0  bags  as  compared  with  3,490,000 
bags  in  1930  and  a  5-year  av-erage  of  2 , 87-5 ,000  bags.     Italy  usually'  imports 
large  Quantities  of  beans,  probably  mostly  white  beans,  from  the  Danube 
countries  and  exports  smaller  quantities  including  red  kidneys  and  some  cran- 
berries.    This  year  there  has  been  little  indication  of  exports  from  Italy,- 
and  the  sma.ll  crop  there  has  tended  to  stimulate  increased  imports.:  Production 
in  England  and  -Wales  in  1931  is  reported  .at  2,591,000  bags  compared  .with  . 
3,118,000  bags  in  1930  an^  an  average  of  3,179,000  bags  in  the  period  192.5- 
1929.     In  France  the  1931  Harvest  is  placed  at  2,598,000  bags,   slightly  above 
the  1930  harvest  and  above  the  5-year  average  of  2,405,000  bags.    No.  recent 
information  is  available  on  the  quality  of  the  French  crop  but  early  reports 
commented  on  the  poor  quality  which  would  reduce  the  merchantable  supply 
well  below  the  estimate  for  -total  crop'. 

Stocks  of  beans  in  dealers'  hands  at  Marseille  are  estimated  at 
roughly  70,000  bags  about  the  first  of  February  compared  with  110,000  bags  a 
month  earlier.     The  reduction  was  due  partly  to  a  falling  off  in  receipts. 

At  Antwerp,  a  second  important  concentration  point  for  bean  shipments, 
stocks  in  first,  second,  and  pickers'  hands  were  estimated  at  55,000  bags  the 
first  of  February.     Comparable  figures  -re  not  available  for  earlier  months. 

J  apan 

Stocks  of  the  bean  varieties  in  Japan  which  compete  with  United  States 
beans  appear  to  be  fairly  heavy  although  probably  not  so  large  as  a  year  ago. 
The  carry-over  of  tenashis  and  nagauzuras  (large  and  small  whites  and  long 
cranberries)  was  heavy,  and  added  to  new  crop  production  brought  total  supplies 
the  first  of  the  season  larger  than  in  most  recent  years,  but  smaller  than 
the  unusually  heavy  supply  following  the  large  crop  a  year  ago.  Exports 
through  November  were  smaller  than  a  year  ago. 

Madagascar 

The  Madagascar  crop  of  lima  beans  is  estimated  by  the  Government  at 
between  270,000  and  345,0  0  bags.    STo  official  figure    is  available  for  1930 
for  comparison.     This  estimate  is  below  the  1929  harvest  but  not  far  from  the 
average  for  the  years  1925-1929.     Commercial  estimates  place  the  1931  crop 
at  about  220,000  bags  of  first  or  London  quality  or  approximately  287,000 
bags  unpicked  beans.     The  quality  is  reported  to  be  good.     Commercial  estimates 
of  commercial  crop  in  1930,  based  on  exoort- figures  and  stocks,  place  it 
at  about  233,000  bags  of  which  only/ negligible  amount,  about  4,000  to  7,000 
bags,  was  carried  over.    Exports  were  estimated  at  about  228,000  bags  but 
it  was.  not  stat-ed  whether  they  were  exports  to  Europe  representing  London 
quality,  or  whether  they  included  exports  to-  Reunion  and  other  nearby  places 
which  include  poorer  quality  beans.    Thus  it  is  not  certain  whether  commercial 
circles  estimat.e  the  1931  crop  larger  or  smaller  than  that  of  1930. 
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Chile 

In  Chile  information  available  indicates  a  probable  stock  of  old 
crop  beans  as  large  as  the  small  stock  a  year  earlier  in  spite  of  a  redaction 
in  crop.    Exports  in  1931  were  much .  smaller  than  in  1S30  so  that  unless 
domestic  consumption  was  heavy  there  should  be  a  balance  for  carry-over  equal 
to  that  a  7/ ear  ago,  \ 

The  new-  crop  is  usually  harvested  between  the  middle  of  January  and 
the  end  of  February  and  should  now  be  starting  to  appear  on  the  market. 
Present  prospects  are  for  an  increase  in  crop  over  the  harvest  a  year  ago. 
Acreage  of  beans  sown  in  Chile  in  1931  for  the  harvest  in  the  early  months 
of  ]S32  amounts  to  172,787  acres,  an. increase  of  about  5  per  cent  over  the  acre- 
age the  preceding  year.     Climatic  conditions  through  January  were  favorable 
on  the  whole.-  There  was  then  some  prospect  that  the  legume  crop  in  general, 
including  beans,  peas,  and  lentils ,. would  be  the  best  grown  in  the  country 
for  several  years.    Yields  in  Chile  the  past  six  years  have  ranged  from  9.0 
to  10.5  bags  to  the  acre,  and  averaged  9.7  bags.    .A  yield  of  .9.7  to  10.5  bags 
on  the  present  acreage  would  give  a  harvest  of  .1,675, QOQ  to  1,815,000  bags, 
a  substantial  increase  over  the  1,489,000  bags  produced  a  year  ago* 

This  year  for  the  first  time  an  official  estimate  has  been  made  of 
acreage  by  varieties  in  Chile,  which  throws  light  on  the  amount  of  competition 
which  United  States  beans  may  meet  from  imports  .of  corresponding  varieties 
from  Chile.     It  has  been  known  that  many  varieties  grown  in  the  United  States 
are  also  grown  in  Chile  and  that  when  prices  axe  high  enough  significant 
quantities  are  exported  from  that  country.     But  before  1928-29  no  indication 
was  available  as  to  the  distribution,  of  the  Chilean  crop  among  the  varieties 
or  how  much  of  any  given  variety  Chile  could  export  if  conditions  were  favor- 
able.    Acreage  reported  for  1931-32  gives  more  complete  information  on  the 
varieties- grown  in  Chile.  .... 

Of  the  172,787  acres  sown  in  Chile  in  the  1931-32  crop  year  83,910  acres 
are  devoted  to ^varieties  grown  largely  for  export,  and  of  which  the  United 
States  takes  larger  or  smaller  quantities.    About  three-fourths  of  the  area 
sown  to  export  varieties  is  devoted  to  cranberry  beans,  about  one-eighth  is 
to  pea  beans,  and  the  balance  is  fairly  evenly,  divided  between  red  kidneys 
and  different  classifications  of  marrows.  '  A  small  acreage  of  small  reds  has 
also  been  planted.     There  is  some  indication  of  a  reduction  in  red  kidney 
production  below  that  of  1928-29.     The  5,743  acres  sown  to  that  variety  even 
with  a  yield  of  10.5  bags  to  the  acre  would  give  only  about  60,000  bag's 
compared  with  113,000  bags  in  1928-29.     Similar'' indications  suggest  a  much 
larger  probable  production  of  cranberries  and  long  cranberries  than  in  1928-29. 
The  calendar  year  1929,  during  which  the  Chilean  1928-29  crop  was  being 
marketed,  was  one  of  the  two  years  of  heaviest  United  States  imports  of  Chilean 
beans  in  the  past  ten  years.     Our  takings  that  year  reached  184,644  bags  of 
100  pounds  compared  with  185,245  bags  the  preceding  year,  and  a  10-y.ear  aver- 
age of  about  74,000  bags.     Our  imports  from  Chile  in  1931  of  61,576  bags,, 
were  slightly  below  the  average.' 
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Chile:     Bean  production  by  varieties;  1928-29,  acreage,   total  1929-30 
and  1930-31,  by  varieties,  1931-32 


■ 

V ariety 

:  : 

'  Acreage 

: Production: 

1929-50  : 

1930-31  : 

J.  zl O X  —  Oo 

:  1,000  bags: 

Acres  : 

Acres  : 

Acres 

Varieties  from  .which  exports  to 

•  • 

U.  S.  are  made 

Colored' 

Ar'aucanos  (speckled  cranberry) 

:'  199 

43,324 

:         65  : 

18,102 

:        113    ■  : 

5,743 

Bed  Mexican  (small  red)  

•         a/  : 

618 

White 

:         a/  : 

:      7 ,717 

:  a/ 

• 

2,333 

:  '     '  a/  . 

4,467 

80  : 

267 

64 

:  1,339 

Varieties  grown  largely  for 

; 

domestic  consumption 

; 

:       301  : 

:  37,690 

:  320 

:     23 , 544 

Fall are  (somewhat  similar  to 

Madagascar  bean  sold  in 

•  a/ 

I  /d,obO 

Other 

Coscorrone  (white  mottled  with 

54 

:  5,980 

,:  b/  464 

:  19,298 

•     ]  ,660 

:  164,314 

:  154,375 

:  172,787 

Compiled  from  reports  of  Vice.  Consuls  Camden  L.  I/IcLain  at  Santiago  and  John 
T.  Garvin  at  Valparaiso,  and  Clerk  Don  J.  Berry  at  Valparaiso  quoting  Chilean 
official  reports. 

aj  Included  with  undesignated  varieties. 

b/  Includes  production  of  named  varieties  for  which  separate  figures  are 
not  available. 

International  Trade 

United  States 

United  States  foreign  trade  in  beans  has  been  light  in  the  first  five 
months  of  the  current  marketing  season,  September' through  January.     Imports  of 
foreign  beans  were  only  63,000  bags  compared  with  419,000  in  the  corresponding 
season  of  1930-31  and  703,000  in  that  period  of  1929-30.     Reexports ^of  foreign 
beans  have  been  slightly  heavier  than  last  year  leaving  a  balance  of  only 
7,000  bags  retained  in  this  country  for  consumption  compared  with  375,000  in 
the  corresponding  period  in  1930-31  and  593,000  in  1929-30. 
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Hxports  of  domestic  beans  have  also  "been  light  the  first  five  months 
this  season,  amounting  to  40,000  bags  compared  with  81,000  bags  in  the  same 
five  months  of  1930-31  and  108,000  in  that  period  of  1929-30.     The  net 
movement  of  beans  so  far  this  season  has  been  a  net  export  of  33,000  bags 
compared  with  a  net  import  of  294,000  bags  in  the  same  period  of  1930-31  and 
a  net  import  of-  435,000  in  1929-30, 

Japan  and  Chile  have  been  the  most  important  sources  of  our  imports, 
supplying- nearly  half'  of  the  63,000  bags  imported  this  season.     There  is  some 
indication  that;  the  few  foreign  beans  retained  for  domestic  consumption  so 
far  this  season  have  been  mostly  ,of  the  colored  varieties,    Ko  definite  in- 
formation is  available,  however,  as  to  just  what  varieties  are  brought  in. 
Some  red  kidneys  are  known  to  have  been-  imported  from  Chile,  somenagauzuras 
from  Japan  and  a  few  pea  beans  from  Canada. 

Horth  and  Central  America  have  taken  nearly  all  of  the  exports  this 
season  as  usual..     Cuba  was  the  most  important,  single  purchaser  so  far  this 
season,  taking  11,000  bags  compared  with  over  21,000  bags  in  the  same  period 
last  season.     Cuban  takings  have  been  small  in  December  and  January. 

From  Mexico  we  have  imported  3,091  bags  more  so  far  this  season  than 
we  have  exported,  whereas  last  year,  following  a  short  crop  in  that  country, 
we  exported  21,723  bags  more  than  we  imported.     This  year's  imports  may  have 
been  for  reexportation.    Nicaragua  has  taken  7,500  bags  of  United  States  beans 
this  season,  compared  with  5,200  in  the  same  period  a  year  earlier. 
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Dry  Beans:   Imports  into  the  United  States  by  country  of  origin  end  exports 
annual  1924-25  to  1930-31,  September-January  1929-30  to  1931-32 

(in  bags  of  100  pounds) 


Country  and  move- 
ment 


Year  beginning  Sept.  1 


:i924- 
:  25 


: 1,000 
:bags 


Imports 

EUROPE 

France  

Belgium   

Italy   

Netherlands  

3-ermany   :  25 


18 
106 
22 


Hungary  

Austria   

C  z  e  c'ho  s  1  o  vaki  a  

Rumania  . .  .-  

Roland   

'Total  above  Con- 
tinental. European 
countries   

United  Kingdom. . . . . . 


China   

Kwantung   

ITOR'TE  AMERICA 

Canada  

Mexico   

Dominican  Republic. 
Cuba  

SOUTH  AL1LRICA 
Chile   


8 
2 
9 
4 
1 


Peru 


AFRICA 


Other  countries  .. 
Total  imports  . . 

RE-EXPORTS  

DOMESTIC  EXPORTS. 
KET  IMPORTS  


Blackeye  imports 

Cuba  :  d/ 

Mexico  :  d/ 


1925- 
26 


1,00; 
bags 


124 
29 

152 
28 
55 
4 

11 
-  1 
5 
1 


1926- 
27 


1,000 
bags 


166 
67 
152 
23 
41 
13 
•6 
4 
0 
6 


1927- 
28 


1 , 000 

bags 


201 
202 
62 
35 
127 
26 
11 
9 
i 


1928- 
29 


1 , 000 


16 
22 
22 
14 

22 
i 

1 

1 
4 

0 


1929- 
30 


1,000 

bags 


45 
22 
74 
23 
94 
102 
13 
4 
15 
10 


280  : 

410 

.  476  : 

681  : 

103  : 

402 

140 

312  : 

129 

•  9 

o2  ' 

4  : 

2  : 

2y  : 

A 1  . 

c  o 

• 

A 
r± 

i 

a/ 
a/ 

339 

210 

221  : 

383  : 

290 

601 

481  : 

261  : 

230 

14 

20  : 

24  : 

23  : 

20  : 

23  : 

23 

:     22  : 

8  : 

( 

:  13 

<  \ 

6  : 

8  : 

r-* 

/  ! 

11  : 

8  ' 

5  : 

3  ; 

2  : 

sJ 

\  ; 

0  : 

i  . 

2  : 

0 

o 

:      0  : 

1 

0 

:  1 

21 

:  36 

8 

88  : 

25  : 

128 

:  9 

:    70  : 

2 

:  1 

11 

:      5  : 

8 

65  : 

41  : 

b/l6 

:     io  : 

-10  : 

8 

7 

0  : 

0  • 

2  , 

4  . 

.    10  : 

20  : 

12  : 

ry 

o  : 

a/  • 

a/ 

1  : 

1  : 

1 

1  : 

1  : 

b/lO  ' 

:     13  • 

a/ 

:  4 

:  '  1 

55  : 

2  : 

26  : 

182 

•  188  : 

140 

76 

:    23  : 

27 

:  13 

15 

6  : 

2  : 

11 

:      6  ■ 

ry 
( 

11  : 

4  : 

7 

:  3 

1  : 

0  : 

0  : 

1 

9 

O 

:     a/  : 

a/  ; 

.    sJ  ' 

:  0 

54  : 

2 

0 

r  0 

26 

22 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

0 

*7  . 

10 

16 

9 

:  8 

12 

:  4 

:  4 

:  2 

1 

864  : 

796  : 

1,483 

:  782 

1,459 

:  787 

•  703 

:  419 

■  63 

176 

187 

:  194 

:  158 

191 

154 

:  105 

110 

:  44 

:  56 

294 

347  - 

334 

242 

:  (196" 

:  170 

:  174 

:  108 

:  81 

:  40 

394 

:  182 

268 

1,082 

.  395 

1,135 

:  508 

:  485 

:  294 

:  c/  33 

sJ 

:  d/ 

i  d/ 

:  *J 

i   a/  - 

ej  4 

:  15 

:  a/ 

:  14 

:  0 

d/  : 

1/  : 

d/ 

:  d/ 

isl  2 

:  i 

d/ 

:  x 

:  1 

1930- 
31 


1,000 
bags 


36 
10 
37 
11 
21 
1  7 
a/ 

_L 

3 
4 


Sept.-  Jan. 


1929- 
30 


1,000 
bass 


13 
57 
15 
59 
99 
13 

1 
11 

7 


1930- 
31 


1 , 000 
bags 


33 
10 
31 
11 
21 
17 

ll 

]_ 
3 
2 


Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical  Research.  Compiled  from  records  oi 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

aj  Less  than  500  bags,  b/  Exclude  blackeye  since  June  18,  1930.  cj  Net  exports, 
d/  Included  in  imports  of  other  dry  beans,  e/  June  18  to  August  31,  1930,  only. 
Earlier  figures  included  with  other  beans. 
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Europe 

Exports  of  "beans  from  Rumania  appear  to  have  been  unusually  heavy  the 
first  four  months  of  the  1931-32  marketing  season.     Total  exports  from 
September  through  December  1931  are  estimated  at  1,386,000  bags  according  to 
the  National  Export  Institute,  which  is  higher  than  official  reports  of 
exports  in  the  corresponding  periods  in  any  of  the  past  seven  years,  and 
more  than  double  the  591,000  bags  exported  in  those  four  months  of  1930. 
Exports  fell  off  seasonally  in  December  with  the  partial  closing  of  the  Danube 
and  winter  interior  transportation  difficulties  to  189,000  bags,  but  were 
higher  than  in  any  of  the  four  'preceding  Decembers.'    In  December  1930  only 
61,000  bags  had  been  exported.     It  seems  probable ' that  a  larger  proportion 

than  usual  of  the  exports  have  been  going  to  Italy  this  season.  Italy 
usually  imports  some  Rumanian  beans  and  a  reduction  of  1,219,000  bags  in 
Italian  production  below  last  year  and  877,000  below  average  should  result  in 
an  increased  demand  for  Rumanian  beans  this  season.     Large  quantities  have 
also  been  going  indirectly  to  Germany. 

Imports  to  Italy  in  the  first  two  months  of  the  current  sea.son  were 
heavy,  reaching  576,000  bags  compared  with  only  114,000  in  those  months  a  year 
ago.     Exports  were  light. 

Total  imports  into  Belgium  including  some  broad  beans,  for  the  four 
months  September-December  were  reported  at  368,000  bags  for  1931  compared  with 
only  46,000  bags  for  1930,  corning  almost  entirely  from  Rumania.     Exports  for 
the  same  period  equalled  177,000  bags  in  1931  compared  with  27,000  in  1930. 
Germany  was  the  principal  purchaser. 

The  United  Kingdom,  with  a  somewhat  reduced  production,  reports  an 
importation  of  581,000  bags  the  first  four  months  of  the  season  compared  with 
only  290,000  in  that  period  a  year  ago. 

Japan 

Exports  from  Japan  fell  off  materially  the  first  three  months  of  the 
season,   total  exports  amounting  to  only  60 , 000  bags,  including  an  important 
percentage  of  old  crop  beans;  compared  with  229,000  bags  in  that  period  of  1930, 
and  348,000  in  1929.     Tine  export  season  in  Japan  does  not  start  until  about 
November. 

Chile 

Exports  from  Chile  in  the  three  months  September  through  November,  1931, 
were  only  76,000  bags  compared  with  106,000  in  that  period  of  1930. 
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Foreign  trade  in  dry  beans  for  specified  countries,  stated  periods, 

1929-30  to  1931-32 


Country  and 
movement 


Period 

:  19^9-30 

:  1930-31 

1931-32 

1,000 

1,000 

:        1 , 000 

bass 

ba?*s 

Sept. -Jan.  : 

485  : 

294 

:  a/    -  33 

Se  ot . -Nov. 

348  : 

229  : 

60 

Sept. -Tec. 

929 

:  591 

.  b/  1,386 

Sept. -Nov. 

•125 

:           106  . 

:  76 

Sept. -Nov.  : 

261 

:  114 

:  576 

Sept. -Nov.  : 

35 

:    •  41 

11 

Sept. -Tec.  : 

61  : 

46 

:  368 

Sept. -Dec.  : 

■  •   14  : 

27    •  : 

177 

Sept. -Pec.  : 

879 

290 

581 

Sept. -Pec.  : 

19 

3 

:  6 

U.S.  net  imports 
Japan,  exports  .. 
Rumania,  exports. 
Chile,  exports  .. 
Italy, 

Imports  

Exports  

Belgium, 

Imports    cj  .  . . . 

Exports  d/ . . . . 
United  Kingdom, 

Imports  for  con- 
sumption   

Reexoorts   


Compiled  from  official  rejDorts  of  the  countries  reporting,  figures  for 
Rumania  are  official  figures  reported  by  the  Consular  Service, 
a/  Net  export. 

b/  Estimate  of  National  Export  Institute. 

c/  Mostly  from  Rumania.     Includes  some  broad  beans. 

d/  Mostly  to  Germany.     Includes  some  broad  beans. 


Prices 


Prices  of  practically  all  classes  of  beans  have  continued  to  fall  during 
the  past  three  months.    During  February,  however,  prices  of  pea  beans  and 
white  kidneys  at  New  York,  great  northerns  at  Twin  Palls  and  Chicago,  and 
small  reds  and  baby  limas  in  California  have  been  practically  stationary. 
Prices  of  domestic  white  beans  have  been  low  enough  since  early  in  October, 
so  there  has  been  practically  no  competition  from  foreign  beans  and  prices  of 
foreign  varieties  in  New  York  were  not  quoted  "duty  paid."     Prices  of  colored 
beans,  on  the  other  hand,  were  high  enough  until  the  latter  part  of  January 
to  attract  foreign  cranberries.     Thereafter  foreign  cranberries  ceased  to 
be  quoted  on  the  "duty  paid"  basis. 

In  February  at  New  York  prices  of  domestic  pea  beans,  great  northerns, 
marrows  and  red  kidneys  were  ail  averaging  less  than  the  amount  of  the  import 
duty  of  $3.00  per  100  pounds.     There  is  thus  room  for  a  material  increase 
in  the  domestic  price  of  these  classes  without  bringing  about  effective 
competition  from  foreign  beans.     Domestic  cranberries  were  selling  at  4)1.82 
to  $1.95  per  bag  above  the  import  duty  at  New  York  in  February,  whereas  long 
cranberry  berns  from  Japan  were  quoted  at  $1.70  in  bond  and  those  from  Chile 
at  $1.62  in  bond.    Any  material  increase  in  the  price  of  this  class  might 
thus  stimulate  the  importation  of  foreign  cranberries. 
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In  California  prices  of  large  and  small  whites,  baby  limas,  small  reds, 
and  blackeyes  were  all  averaging  less  than  the  amount  of  the  import  duty 
in  February  and  pinks  only  just  above  the  amount  of  the  import  duty.  'These 
low  prices  would  tend  to  discourage  imports  of  competing  varieties  for  use 
on  the  Pacific  Coast  or  the  interior,  although  shipping  costs  to  New  York 
might  be  high  enough  to  permit  some  competition  in  that  market.     Choice  pinks 
were  selling  in  New  York  on  February  26  at  $4.25  to  $4.50  a  bag. 

The  farm  price  of  pinto s  in  Colorado  rose  25  cents  between  mid-January 
and  mid-February  to  $1.75  a  bag.     Prices  at  Denver,  on  the  other  hand,  fell 
from  $1.95  in  mid-January  to  $1.75  the  latter  part  oi  February. 

Lima  prices  have  been  falling  steadily  and  by  February  27  were  down  to 
$4.42  per  bag  at  New  York  and  on  February  20  to  $3.65  f.o.b.  cars  in  southern 
California.     There  appears  to  be  little  or  no  competition  with  Madagascar 
limas  in  domestic  markets.     Madagascar  lima  prices  have  not  been  quoted  regular- 
ly in  New  York  for  nearly  a  year.    About  the  first  of  December  limas  were 
being  bought  by  exporters  in  Madagascar  at  the  equivalent  of  $2.04  to  $2.22, 
presumably  for  London  quality  beans.     There  is  an  export  tax:  on  lima,  beans 
which  for  the  months  September  to  December,  1931,  amounted  to  9  cents  per  100 
pounds,  London  quality.     Domestic  limas  were  selling  at  New  York  the  first 
of  December  at  $5.75.     After  making  allowance  for  shipping  costs  between 
Madagascar  and  the  United  States  there  would  be  little  margin  for  profits 
and  little  incentive  to  ship  to  this  country.     Later  reductions  in  domestic 
lima  prices  would  minimize  the  incentive  still  further. 

Prices  of  all  classes  of  beans  which  have  been  grown  on  a  commercial 
scale  for  a  long  period  of  time  are  now  down  to,  or  below,   the  level  prevailing 
in  the  years  just  before  the  war.     The  average  farm  price  for  the  United  States 
as  a  whole  has  fallen  from  $2.58  per  100  pounds  September  15,  1931  to  $2.06 
February  15,  1932.     The  lowest  price  recorded  before  that  time  since  the 
beginning  of  the  record,  January,  1910,  was  $3.52  on  August  15,  1912.  Pea  bean 
prices  at  Boston  are  on  record  since  January,  1901.     The  January,  1932,  aver- 
age price  of  $3.19  per  100  pounds  was  the  lowest  since  the  year  1906-07  when 
the  average  for  the  year  went  down  to  $2.68  per  100  pounds.     Small  whites 
f.o.b.  California  rail  points  averaged  $2.50  per  100  pounds  on  February  20, 
1932,  the  lowest  since  July,  1902. 

The  California  f.o.b.  price  of  red  kidneys  of  $3.25  per  100  pounds  on 
February  20,  was  lower  than  any  mid-month  price  reported  there  since  September, 
1909,  when  it  went  down  to  $3.10,  with  a  possible  exception  of  the  period 
December,  1913,   to  February,  1918,  when  those  prices  were  not  recorded.  The 
California  February  20  price  of  cranberries,  averaging  $3.72  per  100  pounds, 
was  the  lowest  since  September,  1911,  when  it  went  down  to  -33.38;   the  price 
of  pinks,  at  $3.05,  was  the  lowest  since  May  and  June,  1912,  when  it  went 
down  to  $3.00;   the  price  of  blackeyes  at  $2.25  was  the  lowest  since  1903-04 
when  it  averaged  $2.23  for  the  year;   the  lima  price  at  ^3.65  was  the  lowest 
since  February  and  March,  1909,  when  it  went  down  to  $3.40  to  $3.45. 
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Prices  in  important • foreign  markets  have 'been  falling  through  January. 
February  figures  have  not  yet  been  received.     Prices  seem  to  be  well  maintained 
in  comparison  with  United  States  prices.     Pearl  beans,  which  compete  with 
pea  beans,  were  selling  f.o.b.  Antwerp  for  early  delivery  at  $1.74  per  hundred 
pounds  in  January  compared  with  a  New  York  price  of  European  pea  beans  in 
bond  of  $1.12.    -Hand-picked  Moldavian  beans  at  Marseille  were  selling  at 
$1.79  in  that  same  month.    Unsorted  common  Panubian  beans  were  much  lower. 

Market  Tendencies 

The  market  for  all  classes  of  beans  has  been  slow  both  in  the  United 
States  and  in  most  foreign  countries.     In  this  country  generally  there  has 
been  little  active  demand  reported  in  spite  of  the  unusually  low  prices.  In 
Chicago,  however,  by  -February  23  the  demand  was  reported  to  be  good  with 
supplies  not  large.     The  light  consumer  demand  this  season  is  attributed  by 
some  to  the  present  low  prices  of  other  foods,  which -in  times  of  high  prices 
are  considered  more  in  the  luxury  class  and  to  plentiful  supplies  of  home 
grown/ Siaftn^a1"vege tables.     The  mild  winter  is  cited  as  a  further  contributing 
cause. 

Little  business  was  reported  by  the  trade  at  Marseille  in  January,  with 
a  lack  of  buyers.    While  reports  from  dealers  were  pessimistic,  calculations 
based  on  receipts  and  estimated  stocks  indicate  a  fairly  heavy  movement  from 
dealers'  hands  and  a  moderate  quantity  of  sales.    Export  trade  at  Marseille 
continued  lacking  in  January  and  purchases  for  French  consumption  were  light. 
Little  activity  was  reported  at  Paris. 

At  Antwerp,  also,  domestic  consumption  in  January  was  reported  to  be 
lighter  than  usual  for  that  time  of  year,  the  mild  weather  being  considered  an 
important  factor  in  the  lack  of  demand. 

Offers  from  Rumania  and  Bulgaria  are  limited,  partly  as  a  result  of  the 
closing  of  the  Danube  and  partly  because  of  the  difficulty  of  marketing  beans 
in  those  countries  due  to  poor  winter  transportation.     Producers  in  those  coun- 
tries are  also  said  to  be  tending  to  hold  their  beans  for  higher  prices, 
selling  only  when  forced  to  do  so.  " 

In  Chile  the  export  market  for  beans  has  been  affected  by  the  export 
premium  levied  by  the  Government.     A  law  was  passed  early  in  1931  granting  an 
export  bounty  on  exports  of  beans,  the  bounties  to  be  paid  by  the  Agricultural 
Export  Council,  but  apparently  whatever  money  was  collected  to  finance  it 
failed  to  reach  the  Council.     Consequently,  in  order  to  continue  in  business, 
exporters  had  to  advance  the  amount  of  the  bounties  and  accept  the  I.O.U's 
which  the  Treasury  had  not  yet  cancelled  early  in  J anuary  of  1932.  The  cir- 
cumstance has  caused  serious  difficulty  especially  to  Chilean  exporting  firms 
of  small  capital,  and  may  affect  the  exportation  in  1932.     The  rates-  of  the 
bounties  for  1932  had  not  yet  been  fixed  early  in  January.     The  bounty  for 
1931  amounted  to  approximately  60  cents  per  100  pounds  for  bayos,  araucanos 
(cranberries),  frutillas  (large  cranberries),   small  reds  and  arroz  (pea  beans). 
The  premium  for  milagros  (marrows)  was  equivalent  to  about  82  cents  per  100 
pound.    ITo  premium  was  granted  for  triguitos  (large  pea  beans)  or  red  kidneys. 


Prices  of  specified  varieties  of  beans  per  100  pounds,  in  United  States 

markets,  1930-31  and  1951-32 
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Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical  Research.  New  York  prices  are  averages  of 
daily  prices  taken  from  the  New  l'ork  Producers'  Price  Current,  Chicago  prices  are 


averages  of  daily  prices  from  the  Chicago  Daily  Trade  Bulletin.     The  prices  of  small 
whites  are  averages  of  daily  prices  taken  from  the  San  Francisco  Commercial  News. 
Other  San  Francisco  prices  are  one  price  a  month  for  the  Saturday  nearest  the  15th  o- 
the  month  taken  from- the  California  Fruit  News,    The  Qolorado  price/producers  is  as 
reported  by  Crop  Estimates  Division  for  the  15th  of  the  month." a/  Beginning  September 
24,1931  this  variety  is  listed  as  "Marrow",  not  "Medium  Marrow"T  b/  Ten  month  averag 
?V  Nine  Month  average,  d/  Michigan  beans,  e/  In  bond.  Any  beans  taken  out  of  bond  fc 
ttomestie  consumption  would  require  the  payment  of  $3.00  duty  per  100  pounds  in  ad,di  t 
to  the  price  quoted.  f/Eight  month  average.  g/No  quotation  until  September  29.  h/  Th 
average  price  at  Denver  fell  from  $1.95  per  TOO  pounds  January  13  to  £1.75  February 
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Prices  of  dry  beans  in  foreign  markets  per  100  pounds,  1930-51 

and  1931-52- 
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Division  of  Statistical  and  historical  Research. 


Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Consular  Service  at  the  markets  listed  and 
Department  of  Co.mnerce  reports  of  prices  at  Hokodati,  Japan,    liar sei lie  prices 
from  September  through  January  1951-32  are  furnished  by  the  association  of 
Sworn  Brokers. 

ay     On  the  "basis  of  6  per  cent  tolerance  foreign  matter  and  colored' beans, ' 
in  bulk,  either  afloat  or  for  immediate  shipment. 

%]    In  car-lots  at  storehouses  or  railway  stations  or  port  line.. 

cj    Hine  months  average. 

d/    1 en _ months  average. 

ej    At  Otaru  as  reported  by  United  States  .Agricultural  Commissioner.  0."  L. 
Dawson. 

fj  This  class  and  Braila  hand  picked  were  being  sold  to  some  extent  below,  the 
published  quotations,  the  sellers  accepting  a  loss. 
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June  17,1932 


Washington- 

WORLD  DRY  BJA^PROSPIXOS  Xf 
Summary 

Early  reports  indicate  probable  smaller  Lean  crops  in  Chile  and  Rumania* 
Bean,  harvesting  conditions  are  reported  as  somewhat  unfavorable  in  Chile,  with 
trade  indications  of  a  proLa.Lle  reduced  production.     In  Rumania  floods  and  cold 
weather  in  April,  the  Lean  seeding-  season,  have  delayed  farm  seeding  generally 
and  the  local  opinion  there  is  that  the  delay  lias  resulted  in  a  reduction  in 
Lean  acreage.    Both  Rumania  and  Chile  are  surplus  Lean  producing  countries, 
usually  exporting  Leans  to  the  United  States,  and  conditions-,  operating  to 
reduce  their  surpluses  tend  to  relieve  the  pressure  of  foreign  Leans  in  United 
S  t  at  o  s  market s . 

In  Chile  the  prices  of  most  varieties  of  Leans  in  March,  April  and  May 
this  year  were  noticeably  higher  than  a  year  e  arlier,  but  a  drastic  decline  in 
the  exch.an.ge  rate  in  May  makes"  the  recent  prices  in  American  currency  much  lower 
than  a  year  ago,  and  may  tend  to  stimulate  exports.    Prices  of  cranberry  Leans, 
in  terms  of  United  States  currency,  fell  from  §5.56  per  ICO  pounds  April  15  to 
Si. S3  May  24,  "small  "redV  from'^^b  to  TjTTOr,""  small  pea  beans  from  f-2.53  to 
fl.3.6  and  red  kidneys  from  $2.74  to  Jl.22.    The  high  .peso  prices  of  beans  in 
recent  months  are  attributed  to  difficulty  experienced  by  importers  in  obtaining 
foreign  exchange  with  which  to  purchase  rice  and  other  commodities  from  abroad, 
but  x)ros:3ects  of  a  reduced  crou  mav'also  be  a  factor. 


jV  Statements  on  foreign  beans  other  than  t  .ose  derived  from  official  publica- 
tions"" of  the  various  countries  are  based  on  reports  from  Agricultural  Attache' 
L.  G.  Michael  at  Belgrade,  Assistant  Agricultural  Commissioner  L.D.Mallory  at 
Marseille,  Consuls  Alfred  W.  Donegan  at  Bucharest,  and  William  H.  Beach  at 
Antwerp,  and  Vice  Consuls  L.  J.  Kcena  at  Paris  and  Camden  L.  McLain  at  Santigao. 


United  States  "bean  prices,  with  a  few  exceptions,  have  remained  about 
steady  for  the  past  month.    At  Hew  York 'whole sal o  average  prices  of  cranberry 
"beans  have  "been  falling  from  an  average  of  $4.47  per  100  pounds  in  March  to 
$5.68  June  8.     California  limas  at  Few  York  which  had  averaged  §4.25  in  March 
and  April  rose  to  §4.42  by  Hay  19  which  price  has  been  maintained  since  that 
time.     Great  northerns  rose  from  an  average  of  $2.53  in  April  to  $2.53  in  May 
and  §2.65  by  June  8.    Pea  beans  fell  from  an  average  of  $2.65  in  March  to  $2*56 
in  April,  returning  to  $2.55  in  May  and  averaging  $2.52  on  June  8.    Marrows  rose 
from  $2.38  in  March  and  April  to  $2.99  in  May  hut  fell  to  $2.95  June  8.  Hod 
kidneys  fell  from  $2.46  in  March  to  $2.23  in  npril  rising  to  $2.38  in  May  which 
price  obtained  June  8.  Car-dot  prices  to  wholesalers  for  great  northerns  at 
Billings  and  Twin  Palls  rose  somewhat  in  May  and  early  June.    Prices  of  pea  beans 
at  Rochester,  New  York,  and  in  Michigan,   small  whites  and  small  reds  at  San 
Francisco,   and  red  kidneys  at  Rochester  have  either  remained  stationary  or 
fluctuated  within  fairly  narrow  margins  since  the  first  of  April.    Pinto  prices 
at  Denver  have  fluctuated  only  slightly  hut  with  a  downward  tendency  from 
$1.65  April  6  to  $1.58  June  8. 

Reported  car-lot  shipments  of  "beans  from  producing  regions  declined 
seasonally  in  April,  when  preliminary  estimates  of  shipments  reached  1,021  cars 
compared  with  838  cars  the  preceding  April.    Whereas  shipments  early  in  the 
season  had  been  smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  the  shipments  in  February,  March 
and  April  have  been  heavier  than  the  Preceding  ^ear.     Total  reported  shipments 
from  September  through  April  reached  13,101  cars  compared  with  15,515  in  that 
period  of  1930-51. 

Stocks  of  beans  in  California  warehouses  were  1,397,000  bags  on  May  1, 
a  decrease  of  171,000  bags  from  stocks  a  month  earlier.     This  is  a  greater 
reduction  than  usual  during  April,  which  averaged  154,000  bags  for  the  five 
years  1927  to  1931.    Producers  in  California  are  reported  to  be  holding  their 
beans  for  better  prices  and  the  decrease  in  stocks  may  be  the  result  of  lack  of 
receipts  rather  than  an  increase  in  movement  toward  consuming  channels. 

United  States  bean  imports  of  5,590  bags  in  April  were  less  than  re- 
exports of  foreign  beans,  and  domestic  exports  reached  6,050  bags  making  a  net 
export  movement  for  the  month  of  8^430  bags.     The  total  movement  for  the  nine 
months  September  -  April  was  a  net  export  of  46, COO  bags  compared  with  a  net 
import  of  435,000  bags  in  that  period  in  1930-31. 

Stocks  of  beans  at  Marseille  were  declining  seasonally  up  to  the  first 
of  June  and  trade  was  dull.    A  good  demand  was  reported  at  Paris  during  April. 
In  Antwerp  similar  declines  in  stocks  were  reported  up  to  May  1. 

Stocks  of  beans  available  for  export  in  Rumania  on  May  1  are  estimated 
at  about  375, COO  bags,  obtained  by  subtracting  reported  exports  and  assumed 
internal  consumption  from  supply  on  August  1,  1931.     It  is   less  than  the 
amount  of  carry-over  reported  as  of  August  I,  1931  which  reached  about 
440,000  bags.     This  May  1  stocks  estimate  is  based  on  a  revised  production 
estimate,  now  officially  placed  at  7, 25V, 000  bags.    Production  had  previously 
been  estimated  at  6,865,000  bags.     The  trade  in  Rumania  estimates  stocks  at 
a  smaller  figure,  however,   since  it  claims  that  the  official  production  figure 
is  too  high.    Deliveries  at  both  Constantza  and  Braila  were  small  in  April^ 
There  was  a  tendency  among  both  large  and  small  bean  producers  to  hold  b,ack 
surpluses  until  the  -prospects  for  the  new  crop  could  be  better  estimate-?-.  The 
new  debt  conversion  law  passed  in  favor  of  farmers  i's  said  also  to  have  strongly 
influenced    producers  to  hold  back  stocks.     Stocks  are  further  held  for  eventual 
use  in  obtaining  ready  credit  from  banks ,  which  otherwise  may  not  be  available 
when  needed. 


UlUtfED  STATES  D3PARTLC1TT  OF  A(SI  CULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Heonomics 
Washington 
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WORLD  DRY  BEAN  PROSPECTS  a/ 


Summary 


The  present  tone  of  the  domestic  "bean  markets  is  good.    Prices  of  most 
classes  of  "beans  "began  to  rise  in  the  latter  part  of  July  or  fi     t  of  August, 
especially  those  of  limas,  pea  "beans  and  red  kidnej^s.    In  many  sections  a 
tendency  to  hold  "beans  for  higher  prices  is  "being  shown. 

Present  new-crop  prospects  are  for  a  24  per  cent  reduction  in  the  United 
States  crop  below  1931,  hut  scattering  early  reports  of  foreign  prospects  do 
not  indicate  a  decrease  in  foreign  competition.    Present  reports  on  export 
varieties  in  Japan  indicate  no  increase  in  production  over  1931,    There  is 
little  definite  information  from  European  producing  countries,  hut  there  is 
little  present  prospect  of  a  reduction  he  low  last  year  in  total  supplies  in 
Europe,    Another  large  harvest  seems  probable  in  Rumani  ly  prospects 

are  for  a  Canadian  crop  slightly  below  1931  and  for  a  Mexican  crop  about  equal 
to  last  year.    The  recent  Chilean  harvest  is  only  slightly  above  that  of  a 
year  earlier. 

United  States  stocks  of  old-crop  "boons  are  definitely  larger  than  last 
year  in  California,    In  Japan  there  is  a  slight  increase  in  stocks  of  old 
crop  otenashis  over  those  on  hand  a  year  ago,  more  than  offset  by  a  decrease 
in  stocks  of  nagauzuras.    Stocks  in  Rumania,  while  probably  larger  than  a 

6J  Figures  in  this  report  relating  to  quantities  are  in  terms  of  100  pound 


Statements  on  foreign  beans  other  than  those  derived  from  official  publica- 
tions of  the  various  countries  are  based  on  reports  of  Agricultural 
Commissioner  0.  L,  Dawson  at  Shanghai,  Agricultural  Attache  L,  G-,  Michael 
at  Belgrade,  Assistant  Agricultural  Commissioner  L.  D,  Mallory  at  Marseille, 
Consul  G-oncral  Robert  Frazer  at  Mexico  City,  Consuls  Alfred  W.  Donegan  at 
Bucharest,  and  William  H,  Beach  at  Antwerp,  Vice  Consuls  Haurice  Pasquet 
at  Paris,  and  Camden  L,  He Lain  at  Santiago, 


bags. 


year  ago  seem  to  bo  much,  smaller  th  >n  had  previously  sccmGd  possible  in  view 
of  the  unusually  large  crop  of  1931. 

The  foreign  trade  of'  the  United  States  so  far  this  season  has  not  "been 
heavy,  "but  it  has  shown  an  excess  of  exports  over  imports  for  the  first  time 
since  1923-24,    Shortages  or  poor  quality  1931  crops  in  some  European  importing 
countries  have  resulted  in  comparatively  active  trading  and  an  unusually 
heavy  export  from  Rumania. 

Few _Cr op  Prospects  and  0 Id  C rop _S tocks 

United  States 

The  1932  United  States  acreage  is  placed  at  1,477,000  acres,  a  reduction 
of  over  20  per  cent  from  the  1931  acreage.    Conditions  the  first  of  August 
indicate  a  production  of  only  9,645,000  "bags  for  1932  compared  with  12,713,000 
"bags,  the  final  estimate  -for  1931,  and  an  average  of  12,904,000  hags  in  the 
three  years  1929-1931.    August  is  a  critical  month  for  the  bean  plant,  and 
later  reports  may  show  notable  revisions. 

Michigan  is  the  only  important  producing  State  in  which  indicated  pro- 
duction this  year  is  larger  than  in  1931,  with  prospective  yields  higher  than 
in  any  of  the  three  preceding  years.    The  increase  in  Michigan  is  more  than 
offset  by  a  decrease  in  Few  York,  and  the  total  crop  for  the  two  important 
pea  bean  producing  States  is  placed  at  4,504,000  bags,  a  reduction  of  roughly 
2,5  per  cent  from  the  1931  harvest.    There  is  no  present  indication  as  to  how 
much  of  the  reduction  is  in  pea  beans  and  how  much  is  in  red  kidneys  and  other 
varieties. 

Production  in  Idaho,  Montana,  and  Wyoming,  where  much  of  the  crop  is 
great  northerns,  totals  1,528,000  bags  which  is  only  a  little  over  half  as  big 
as  the  2,805,000  bag  harvest  in  1S31,  due  practically  entirely  to  reductions 
in  acreage.    In  Colorado  and  New  Mexico,  the  pinto  producing  States,  total 
production  is  placed  at  1,156,000  bags,  compared  with  1,551,000  in  1931  and 
an  average  of  2,310,000  bags  in  the  period  1929-1931.    California  production  is 
placed  at  2,159,000  bags  compared  with  3,467,000  in  1931.    California  bean 
acreage  is  reduced  33  per  cent  from  334,000  acres  in  1931  to  225,000  in  1932. 
Unofficial  reports  from  California  mention  reductions  in  acreage  of  limas,  baby 
limas,  and  black-eyes,  especially  baby  limas.    Reports  from  the  Lima  Bean 
Growers  Association  in  California  indicate  a  reduction  in  acreage  of  between 
47  and  48  per  cent  in  baby  limas  and  about  28  per  cent  in  regular  limas  from 
1931  plantings 

There  is  comparatively  little  definite  information  indicative  of  carry- 
over*,   For  California  warehouse  stocks  give  a  good  indication  of  supplies  of 
old-crop  beans  on  hand.    Stocks  as  of  August  1  this  year  were  897,644  bags, 
an  increase  of  192,270  bags  above  the  stocks  a  ye  .r  earlier.     This  increase 
is  not  large  in  comparison  to  the  reported  probable  decrease  in  new  crop,  and 
present  figures  indicate  a  reduction  of  about  a  fourth  in  total  California 
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supplies  for  the  1932-33  season.    Of  the  more  important  bean  classes,  California 
stocks  are  particularly  heavy  for  baby  limas,  and  limas .    Of  the  less  important 
classes  cranberry  and  red  kidney  stocks  are  unusually  heavy.    Pinto  stocks  in 
California  warehouses  are  less  than  half  as  large  as  the  unusually  heavy  stocks 
a  year  ago.     Stocks  of  pinks  are  about  average  and  only  about  60  per  cent  of 
stocks  a  year  ago.    Stocks  of  small  reds  are  unusually  small.    For  other  regions 
indications  of  probable  carry-over  are  indefinite.    Trade  reports  mention  a 
heavy  movement  of  pintos,  with  rapid  depletion  of  stocks,  and  also  mention  a 
tendency  of  owners  of  great  northerns  to  hold  them  for  higher  prices. 

Beans,  dry:     Stocks  in  California  warehouses  on  August  1, 
average  1927-1931,  annual  1930-1932 


August  1 

Variety  *  — — .  — _ — ,  


:  Average 

;  1930 

1931 

1932 

: .1227-1931 

:  Bags 

:  Bags 

:  Bags 

:  Bags 

•  < 

:  23,814 

:  195,665 

:  229,160 

13,671 

:  125,881 

:  191,706 

43,311 

:  96,397 

;     140 , 169 

39,220 

:  25,253 

:  133,910 

3,248 

:  9,991 

:  12,265 

:  !         266  . 

;  3,346 

;  64,957 

19,455 

■  101,741 

62,183 

3,860  : 

2,054 

:  25,853 

7,577  : 

:      43,459  • 

:  20,510 

12,519 

25,346  : 

3,217 

228  : 

4,205  : 

8,790 

2,105  : 

122  : 

72 

2,214  : 

1,914  : 

4,852 

171,488  ; 

705,574  ; 

897,644 

Figures  as  reported  by  California  Bean  Dealers'  Association. 


Foreign  countries 

Scattering  information  from  foreign  countries  does  not  indicate  any 
increase  in  supply  in  foreign  competing  regions  in  the  coming  season,  but  it 
is  too  early  for  any  very  reliable  indications. 

Japan 

In  Japan  there  has  been  a  reduction  in  acreage  of  otenashis  and  kotenashis. 
and  of  nagauzuras,  the  principal  export  varieties  which  in  recent  years  have 
been  competing  keenly  with  domestic  beans  in  our  markets.    The  reductions  were 
almost  entirely  made  by  shifts  to  varieties  grown  principally  for  home  use, 
especially  kintoki  and  chunaga  which  have  enjoyed  good  demands  through  the  past 
season.    The  area  of  otenashis  and  kotenashis,  placed  at  33,076  acres,  is  only 
61  per  cent  of  the  1931  acreage  and  69  per  cent  of  the  average  for  the  five 
years  1927-1931.     It  is  the  lowest  acreage  since  1928.    Ilagauzura  area,  at 
20,112  acres  is  70  per  cent  of  1931  and  74  per  cent  of  the  5-year  average ,  but 
yields  equal  to  the  average  for  the  past  five  years  would  give  a  crop  of 
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otenashis  and  kotenashis  of  about  423,000  bags  compared  with  505,520  bags  pro- 
duced in  1931.    Average  nagauz'ura  yields  would  give  a  crop  of  237,000  bags 
compared  with  188,520 -bags  harvested. in  1931,    The  crop  of  all  beans  would  be 
2,039,000  bags  compared  with  1,493,940  bags  in  1931.    Total  bean  acreage  is 
placed  at  185,398  acres  compared  with  185,918  acres  in  1931.    Seeding  was  com- 
pleted in  good  condition  somewhat  earlier  than  normal.    Drought  in  June  was  . 
probably  too  early  to  do  much  damage. 

Total  stocks  of  old  crop  otenashis  in  Hokkaido  warehouses  are  placed 
at  276,000  bags  on  July  1  compared  with  260,000  bags  a  year  earlier,  but  only 
76,000  bags  of  this  year's  stocks  are  hand-picked  and  prepared  for  export. 
Stocks  of  nagauzuras  are  light,  only  16,000  tags  compared  with  74,000  a  year 
earlier.     Only  2,000  bags  of  the  nagauzuras  are  hand-picked  and  packed  for 
export . 

Beans,  common:    Acreage  in  Hokkaido,  Japan, 
average  1927-1931,  annual  1929-1932 


Variety 

::  Average 
:1927-1931 

;    1929  : 

;     1930  : 

;    1931  ; 

•  1932 
prel. 

:  Acres 

:  Acres 

:  Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

•  48,137 

!     57 ,  <io2 

:  86,354 

:  54,247 

:  33,076 

•  27,274 

:  26,764 

35,851 

28,639 

.  20,112 

•  46,459 

48,182 

•  46,387 

•  47,019 

52,865 

•     28,824  : 

27,820 

.     29 , 281 

.  34,810 

57,833 

.  10,457 

.  10,152 

:•  9,039 

9,810 

;.  2,862 

:       2,622  . 

2,969 

:  2,357 

;  2,029 

•     '  9,853 

9,926  : 

9,807  ; 

9,673 

:  173,189 

182,930 

220,920 

185,918 

185,398 

Figures  as  reported  by  Government  Farm  Products  Inspection  Bureau. 

Bean:     Stocks  in  Hokkaido  warehouses,  July  1,  1931  and  1932 


July  1 


Variety 


Otenashi  and  kotenashi 
Nagauzura   

Total   ... 


Total 
~Ba~gs" 

860,000 

74,000 


1932 


334,000 


•Han  d  -  p  i  c  k  ed" 

i/  _ 

Bags 

76,000 
_2,0p0_ 

7S,000 


Others 


Bags 


200,000 
JL4,_000_ 

214,000 


Total 
Bags 

276,000 
16,000 

292,000 


Figures  as  reported  by  Government  Farm  Products  Inspection  Bureru. 

a/  Packed  in  100  pounds  net  in  gunny  bags  for  export.    Others  are  in  mat  bags 
of  153  pounds  net  for  consumption  but  some  of  which  will  be  prepared  by 
hand-picking  for  export  trade  whenever  oversea  demand  develops. 
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Europe  . 

In  Rumania  the  area  of  beans  grown  alone  is  placed  at  301,000  acres,  an 
increase  of  nearly  6  per  cent  above  the  1931  area.    Trade  reports  indicate  an 
increase  of  about  15  per  cent  in  acreage  sown  to  beans  with  other  crops.  Early 
growing  conditions  have  been  favorable  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  later 
weather  can  affect  the  bean  -harvest  materially*    Yields  equal  to  the  10-year 
average  applied  to  the  above  mentioned  1932  acreage  would  give  a  harvest  of 
about  6,900,000  bags,  compared  with  last  year's  official  estimate  of  7,257,000 
bags  and  an  average  of  4,776,000  bags  in • the  past  five  years.    Some  trade  sources 
in  Rumania  believe  the  1931  official  estimate  to  be  too  high. 

Stocks  in  Rumania  have  been  reduced  by  unusually  heavy  shipments  to  Italy 
following  a  short  harvest  in  that  country.    Exports  from  Rumania  in  the  nine 
months,  September  through.  .May  1931-32,  reached  2,838,000  bags  or  more  than  the 
total  twelve  months T  exports  reported  in  any  of  the  preceding  twelve  years  and 
1,963,000  bags  greater  than  in  the  corresponding  nine  months  of  1930-31.  But 
on  basis  of  the  official  estimate  there  is  still  a  prospect  of  a  carry-over 
heavier  than  a  year  , ago  unless  there  has  been  an  unusually  heavy  domestic 
consumption.    There: is  no  assurance  of  unusually  heavy  Rumanian  domestic  con- 
sumption as  there  were  good  1931 .harvests  of  wheat  and  corn  and  low  prices. 

fFor  the  other  Danube  countries  early  reports  received  by  Agricultural 
Attache  Michael  indicated  prospective  decreases  in  1932  acreage  or  little  change 
from  the  areas  sown  in  1931. ■  Indications  of  stocks  do  not  point  to  heavy  carry- 
over. '  §Hfci   -  will  ;  aaolti  rro^^B 

The  bean  crop  in  France  is  somewhat  backward,  but  there  is  no  reliable 
indication  as  to  the  probable  size  or  quality  of  the  harvest  and  no  reports  on 
Italian  prospects  are  available.    Growing  conditions  in  England  as  of  August  1 
are  reported  by  the  London  Times  at  92,  better  than  the  88  reported  a  year  ago 
and  than  the  10-year  average ; ended  1930  placed  at  85.7. 

Stocks  in  the  concentration  centers,  Marseille  and  Antwerp,  are  compara- 
tively light  according  to  latest  reports.    Stocks  in  dealers '  hands  at  Marseille 
about  August  1  were  estimated  at  20^000  bags.    No  definite  comparison  is  avail- 
able Yfith  stocks  in  similar  positions  a  year  earlier.    Stocks  in  customs  ware- 
houses on  July.  27  were  only  5,896  bags  compared  with  8,440  bags  a  year  earlier, 
with  reductions  in  amounts  both  duty  paid  and  in  bond.    At  Antwerp  no  stocks 
were  reported  in  first  hands-,  35,300  bags  of  Danubian  beans  and  3,300  bags  of 
otenashis  in  second  hands," 'and  "about  11,000  bags  each  of  Danubian  beans  and 
otenashis  in  pickers hands  the  first  of  August  a  total  of  60,600  bags,  which 
is  a  little  higher  than  the  total  of  stocks  reported  in  those  positions  in 
most  of  the  preceding  five  months. 

Canada      .  .  •  ~  ■■ 

Present  prospects  in  Canada  are  for  a  reduction  in  harvest  below  last 
year.    Acreage  is  reduced  11  per  cent  to  73,000  acres.    The  August  1  official 
condition  report  described  bean  conditions  as  92  per  cent  of  the  long-time 
average  yield  per  acre,  compared  with  97  per  cent  a  year  earlier,  and  indicates 
a  probable  harvest  of  about  680,000  bags  compared  with  761,000  harvested  in 
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1931.    Canada  does  not  produce  u  large  exportable  surplus  of  beans  but  the  crop 
is  mostly  pea  beans  grown  in  Ontario  and  when  conditions  are  favorable  pea 
beans  are  shipped  to  the  United  States  for  canning,  and  other  sorts  and  grades 
are  imported  by  Canada  from  Europe  and  elsewhere. 

Mexico 

Bean  production  was  expected  in  April  by  the  Mexican  Department  of    ;v  ■ 
Agriculture  to  be  about  equal  to  the  1931  harvest  of  2,870,000  bags  provided 
the  rains  were  not  too  heavy  in  June  and  July..   A  poor  crop  is  reported  in 
Lower  Calif ornia , . a  producing  area  of  minor  importance. 

Chile  ' .  w-    /  . 

Production  in  Chile  for  the  1931-32  crop  just  harvested  and  now  coming 
on  the  market  is  placed  at '1,454,000  bags,  a  slight  increase  above  the 
1,408,000  bags  produced  a  year  earlier,  and  about  an  average  crop.  Earlier 
reports  indicated  a  rather  small  carry-over  of  old  crop  again  this  year. 


Beans,  dry  edible:    Acreage  in  specified  countries,  1926-1932 


uuuii  ui  y 

.• 

1  Q9« 

1  Ci  O  Q 

iyou 

: 1,000 

: 1,000 

1,000  . 

1,000 

:  1,000 

;  1,000 

:  1,000 

NORTH  AMERICA 

..:  acres 

: acres 

.acres 

acres 

.  acres 

lacres 

: acres 

:  1,571 

:  1,641 

1,836. 

:  2,091 

1,860 

:  1,477 

:  67 

:  70. 

:  86 

99: 

82 

:  73 

:  2,454: 

2,193: 

1 , 812 

:  1,794. 

!  1,832 

EUROPE 

Rumania: 

• 

0 

:  248 

:  189 

;  198. 

;  220 

:  285, 

\  301 

:  1,979 

:  2,109: 

2,118 

:  1,894 

:  2,282 

■J^/(2,500) 

Hungary: 

• 

:■  10 

:  8: 

10 

:  15 

:  15 

:  15 

:  931, 

:  964: 

1,040 

:  915 

1,000, 

;  -  ^  : 

BulgHria: 

• 

!  152: 

•   ■  128. 

137 

:  183 

;..  235: 

!  e/ 

:  104 

:  108 

:  96 

:  105* 

:  105. 

:  e/ 

Yugoslavia: 

• 
• 

:  71, 

:  60 

;   •  78 

:  82 

:  79: 

e/ 

ASIA 

• 

Japan,  Hokkaido  province 

..:  134. 

:  137: 

139: 

:  183 

:  221 

:.  186 

:  185 

SOUTH  AMERICA 

• 

:  164 

:  164. 

r  \  .164 

:  164 

:  173 

Total  countries  report- 

;  7,888 

:  7,773: 

7,  758 

:  7,783 

!  8,934 

Compiled  from  official  sources  except  as  otherwise  noted. 


a/    Figures  through  1928  not  revised. 

t>/    Unofficial  trade  estimates  reported  by  Consul  Donegan,  see  also 
comments  in  text. 

c/    Unestimated.  additional  quantities  are  produced  in  home  gardens  which 

sometimes  add  materially  to  the  exportable  surplus, 
d/    Little  change  from  1931  is  expected. 

e/    Lo.7  prices  for  1931  crop  may  have  discouraged  planting  somewhat. 


Beans,  dry:     Imports  into'  the "TfnitecV %ta%£!T*by  country  of  origin  and 
exports,  annual  1923-24  to  1930-31,  Sept.  -  June  1929-30  to  1931-32 

(In  bags  of  ICO  pounds) 


Country  of 
origin  and 
movement 

IMPORTS 
Europe 

France   

Belgium  ..... 

Italy  , 

Netherlands  , 

Gy.rmany  .... 

Hungary  ..... 

Austria  . ..... 

Czechoslovakia 

Rwjnania 

Poland 
Total  above  Euro 
pean  countries  . 
United  Kingdom  . 
Asia 

Japan   

Hongkong   

China   

Kwantung  : 

North  America 

Canada   

Mexico   

Dominican 

Cuba  

South  Am e ric a 

Cuile~T.T7~.T 

Argentina 

Peru  

Africa 

Madagascar 

OtLer  countries 
Total  imports  .  .; 
REEXPORTS 
DOMESTIC  EXPORTS  : 
NET  IMPORTS 
Elackeye  imports 

Cuba   

Mexico   


}epub. 


•  •••>. 


Compiled  from  the  record 
ej    Less  than  300  bags, 
ports.      d/  Included 
1930,  only.     Earlier  f 


Year  beginning 

Sept. 

1 

Sept . -June 

:i923-: 

19 24- « 

1925- 

1926-j 

.1927-; 

19.28- 

'1929-: 

1930- : 

1929- : 

1930- : 

1931- 

:  24 

25 

26 

27  i'-J 

28  : 

29 

30  : 

31  : 

30  : 

31  : 

:1,Q00": 

L.  000" 

X,*00.6~ 

"lTpooi 

T/oool 

"ij'boo 

fi:,  0_00 j 

1,000: 

1, 000; 

1,000; 

1 , 000 

:bags  : 

bags  : 

baes  ■ 

bass  • 

bass.  * 

bags 

■bags  : 

bags  ■ 

bags  . : 

bags  • 

bags 

:  56 

•  .85 

124  • 

166 

201 

16 

:     45  (: 

36  : 

44  : 

35  ; 

2 

0 

.18  .. 

29  ■ 

67 

■  202  ; 

22 

•     22  ■ 

10  ; 

22 

10  : 

0 

•     39  • 

106  ; 

152  - 

152  : 

62  : 

22 

:     74  : 

37  . 

61 

36  : 

5 

9 

22 

•     28  ; 

-  23 

•    35.  : 

14 

:     23  : 

11  : 

23  : 

10  : 

5 

:  1 

■  25 

•     55.  : 

41  : 

127  : 

.  22 

:     94  : 

21  ; 

93  • 

•     21  ; 

a/ 

'€  • 

8. 

:    .  4-  : 

,  12  ; 

26  : 

1 

:  102  : 

17  • 

-  102  • 

17  • 

0 

i     -0  ; 

2 

11  ,; 

6 

•    11  .: 

1  ^ 

:  13 

a/ 

.  12 

•     a/  : 

0 

9 

•  *   4  • 

'-  .  .i  -Q  ' 

.1. 

'  4 

1  : 

3  . 

:  .  1 

0 

r 

4 

:  5' 

l        .    0:  ! 

'  1  : 

:  15 

> 

15 

3  •• 

0 

o  • 

;  1 

:      1  • 

6 

7 

.  © 

:     10  : 

4 

•  10 

:  4 

a/ 

f 



:  1Q6. 

280 

-  410 

478 

681 

 — - — 

103 

:  4.02  ; 

:  140 

•  385 

:  137 

\  12 

:  61 

52 

:  ..4... 

•  2 

...  29. 

41 

•    66  : 

1  ; 

'  66  • 

1 

:  a/ 

•  264 

-  339  : 

'  2lC": 

"  "221 

:  3'83'  ; 

'290 

:  601  • 

:  481 

:  586 

:  472 

:  20 

•  19 

2Q  : 

*   .  «4  , 

23 

20 

:    23  . 

:  23 

:  22 

•  21 

:  19 

•  26 

3 

:  7: 

:  6 

:      8  : 

7 

:     11  : 

:  8 

5 

:  1 

0 

1 

;.:  ". '  o' . 

•    \  1-  : 

\"  '  2 

-'  "0""; 

:  "  "  2 

:  0 

0 

:  3 

o 

A 

36 

r      |  : 

88 

:  >  25  ' 

.128  . 

■  ,  t  .9 

-  128 

:  8 

:  .  1 

7 

ii 

;  ,  '  5 

:   '  8 

:  .  65.. 

41  ; 

:^/l5  . 

:  1 .13 

:  15 

:  13 

:  16 

•  _  i_ 

Q 

:  0 

:      2  : 

•     •  4.j 

10, 

,  .2Q  . 

,  12 

:  18 

-  11 

:  0 

1 

1 

»  i 

:  1 

1 

>       I  : 

:b/l0 

'  13 

:  10 

:  12 

i  |; 

•  16 

:     55.  : 

-     .  2 

26  ; 

,182 

[     188  ; 

76  ' 

:  .127 

:  65 

•  15 

:  1 

:  15 

:  6 

11 

:         6  ; 

:  7 

:  11 

>>  4 

7 

: .  3 

:  0 

r  1 

:  .  ,  0 

:      Q  : 

:      1  • 

9  : 

'  a/ 

4 

o 

:  a/ 

:  0 

:  35 

:  54 

:  Q 

:      0  : 

26  . 

:  '  22 

'  o[ 

:  22 

:  0 

:  0 

:  £3 

:  7 

1C 

:  16 

9  . 

8  ■ 

I  .  ,12  . 

:  4 

:  10 

:  3 

:  1 

:  546 

:  864 

:  716 

:  796 

r 1,4 83; 

782  : 

:>1,.459 

;  787 

:  1 , 404 

:  753 

99 

:  412 

:  17q 

:  187 

:  194 

158  : 

•  191  : 

:  154 

:  105  : 

147 

:  86 

:  86 

:  188 

294 

•  347 

:  334 

:  242  : 

196  : 

;  17Q , 

l  174 

\  160 

:  153 

:  74 

:c/-54 

:  394 

182 

268  : 

1,083 

395  .. 

: 1,135 

•  508 

:  1,097 

:  514 

':  d/ 

I  a/ 

:  d/ 

.  d/ ; 

4/ 

:  d/ 

:e/  4 

:  15 

;  e/  0 

\ 

o 

:  d/ 

d/ 

•  V 

:    V  \ 

d/ 

V 

:e/  2 

1 

;e/  C 

:  0 

1 

s  of  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
. .b/    Exclude  blackeye  since. June  18,  1930.      c/    Net  ex- 
ii;  imports  of  other  dry  beans.      ej      June  18  To  August  31, 
igures  included  with  other  beans.  . 
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International  Trade  •  p 

United  States  .  .  s;\i;.. 

,  The  for*lgfc.  trade  of  the  •  United  States  is  showing  a  balance  of  exports 
over  imports, rH;His  '.y&ar         the'  tf-i^s¥-time  since  1923-24.    The  net  movement 
this  year  for  the  ten  months  Sept  ember- June  is  a  ne.t  export  of  61,000  bugs 
compared  with  a  net  import  -of  .514, QOQ  in  .that ' period' .of  .1930-31,  and  a  net 
export -in- the  total;  markqt  yeai?  1923- 24:,  of  ; 54 > 000  bags,     -Actual  shipments 
this  y  ear  so  ;  far  "have'  beqn"  smaller  "than"  'Tnl92'3-'24.    'I)omesl;rG  exports  for  the. 
last  ten  months  have  .been  only  ; 74, 000  bags  : compared  with.  188,000  .in  the  12- 
month  period  -1925-24.     Imports  -of  foreign  beans  have  been  99,.0QQ  .bugs  so  f^r 
this,  season  compared  with  546,000  in. the.  ye^r.  1923-24,  ;and  imports  less 
reexports  of  .foreign  beans  13,000  bugs  this  season  oompured  wj,th  134,000  in 
1923-24.    .Of  the  74,000  bags  exported  this  season  66,000  have  4gone  to  North 
and  Central  American  countries.:    Cuba-  has  been  the  most  important  buyer  taking 
25,000  bugs,  followed  by  Nicaragua  with  10*000  b^gs,  Panama  with  7,000  bags 
and  Canada  with  6,000  bags.    Mexico  took  only  5,000  bags  compared  v.dth  the 
imports  of  about  16,000  bags  from  that  country  into  the  United  Stutqs.  Other 
imports  hiive  come  mostly  from  Japan,  Hongkong,  und  Chile  instead  of  from 
Europe,,  which  is  usually  an  important  source  of'  supply. 


Beans,  dry:-    Foreign  trade,  for  specif led  -.countries ,  stated  periods, 

1929-30  to  1931-32 


Country  and 

-Period 

:  -1929-30-.: 

1950-31 

1951-52 

movement • 

: 1,000  bags  : 

1,000  bags 

:  1,000  bugs 

United -States  net  imports. 

: Sept .-June 

;        1,097  : 

514  . 

:u/ 

-61 

:Sept .-Muy - 

:         ,  846  : 

858  pj 

.245 

: Sept. -May, 

:  b/  .    :-  164  : 

;  176 

106 

Italy: 

: Sept. -Mar r 

• 
• 

:        1,073  ,: 

875 

|c/ 

2,858 

: Sept .-Apr » 

:     -      719  : 

529 

1 , 958 

Belgium:  - 

:  Sept. -Apr.  -: 

• 

:            65  s 

69 

21 

: Sept. -May-  : 

:           159  : 

167  : 

469 

: Sept. -May.  ! 

:            31  : 

150 

555 

United  Kingdom: 

• 

: Sept. -June  : 

:  1,381  : 

628  : 

1,127 

: Sept. -June 

:          126  : 

17 

16 

France,  seaborne  receipts 

«  « 

: Sept. -July  ! 

• 

9  4 

E/  \ 

•  d  : 

V 

606 

.Compiled  from  official  reports  of  the  countries  reporting.    Figures  for 


Rumania  are  official  figures  reported  by  the  Consular  Service, 
a/    Net  export. 

b/    xictu-A  six  months  figure;    December  not  available, 

c/    Includes  estimate  for  Muy  by  Rumunian  National  Export  Institute.  , 

d./    Mostly  from  Rumania.     Includes  some  bro^d  be^ais. 

e/    Mostly  to  Germany.     Includes  some  broad  beans. 

f/    Domestic  exports  not  reported. 

g/    Figures  not  available. 

h/    Include  receipts  in  bond  for  cleaning,  grading  and  re-export,  nearly 
all  from  Rumania  and  Bulgaria. 
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Foreign  countries 

Bean  exports  from  Japan  have  "been  light,  probably  ."attributable  largely  to 
lack  of  demand  from  the  United  States,,  usually  the  chief  .'.purchaser ,  and  from  other 
countries.    The  crop  of  export  varieties  in  Japan  a  year  ago— was  small  but  heavy 
stocks  of  old  crop  had  materially  increased  the  total  supply.    Exports  from  Chile 
have  also  been  lighter  than  in  the  two- preceding  seasons,  partly  due  to  higher 
prices  in  Chile  than  prevailed  a  year  earlier.  ' t    ,  ... 

Trade  between  European  countries  has  been  moderately  heavy  so  far  this  sea- 
son, stimulated  by  the  large  crop  in  Ruri^ia,^t he  chief  - exporting  cpuntry,  combined 
with  reduced  crops  or  poor  quality  crops  in  .some  Qf  the  impcrrtrng  count ries,  as 
well  as  by  low  bean  prices  and  other  factors.    Exports  from  Rumania  the.. f  irst  ten 
months  of  the  season,  amounting  to  about  2,838,00(3  bags,  were  over  three  times  as 
great  as  in  the  corresponding  period  a  year . earlier.     Italy'with  a  1, 219 , 000 .bag 
reduction  in  domestic  •  crop,  wasTt'he  most  import ant  .purchaser.     Imports  into  Italy 
September  -  April  reached  1,938,000  bags,  or.  1, -409 , 000- bags  more"in  that  period -the 
preceding  year.    Italian  exports  we  re.,  light.    The.  United  Kahgdom  increased  imports  • 
in  the  September  -  June  period  499,00,0  b.ags  over  .the  corresponding  period  a  year 
earlier  to  1,127,000  bags  following  a  reduction  qf  427,000  bags  in  bean  production 
in  England  and  Wales."    The  -increased  :takings  qf  European  Importing  countries  prob- 
ably explain  much  of 'the  increase  in  :both  imports  and  exports  -in  Belgium  where 
sorting,  cleaning  and  reshipment  are: carried  on  at  Antwerp;    For  France. which  is 
both  an  important  dry  bean' importer  and.  reexporter  the  trade  figures . include  un- 
known quantities  of  broad  beans  and  thus  give^ little  enlightenment  on  the  common 
bean  situation.    Seaborne  receipts  of  common  beans  at  Marseille  from;  September 
through  July  reached'  606,000  bags,  coming  almost  entirely...  if  rom  Rumania  and  Bulgaria 
In  July,  however,  nearly  6,000  bags  rent.ered  from  Chile,  an-d  nearly  5,000  bags 
came  from  Japan  in  May.    Turkey  was  a  fairly  regular  source  of  small  shipments 
through  the  season  -totaling  nearly  4,000  bags.    Comparable  figures  are  not  avail- 
able for  earlier  years.  ....  . 

Prices  a/ 

Prices  of  most  varieties  of  domestic  beans  have  strengthened  notably  in  re- 
cent weeks  beginning  in  July  with  most  of  the  rise  in  August.    The  greatest  in- 
crease from  the  July  low  (i-2.05)  was  70  cents  In  the  New  York  -price  of  red  kidneys 
and  76  cents  (from  ^2.65)  in  the  California  price- of  baby  limas.    Pea  beans  and 
regular  limas  rose  45  to  55  cents  at  New  YorkY  .'  Great  northerns  at  New  York  rose 
38  cents.    Prices  of  most  other  varieties  rose  12*  to  27  cents  but  large  whites  re- 
mained stationary  in  California  and  small  reds  declined  slightly.    Bean.prices  in 
Marseille  also  began  to  rise  about  the  middle  of  July  but  similar  strength  was  not 
shown  at  Antwerp.  'The  prices  apparently  are  not  calling  out  large  quantities,  as 
the  owners  are  said  to  b*e  holding  their  stocks  for  still  further-  advances. 

At  Marseille  there  was  an  upward  swing  in  prices  of  beans  from  the  Danube 
region  the  latter  half  of  July,;  with  rises  from  7-  to  15  cents,  per  100  pounds.  In- 
creases are  most'  definitely  shown  on  ".natural"  goods.  ■  Assistant  Agricultural 
Commissioner  Mallory  reports,  however,  that  the  rise  is  attributed  by  the  trade 
there  not  to  bad  news  of  new .crop  prospects  but  to  lack  of  news,  and  conflicting 
reports  from  Rumania  with  resulting  uncertainty  on  the  part  of  the  trade,  together 
with  indications  that  the  new  crop _ in ' France  will  be  late,  allowing  for  temporarily 
increased  imports.    The  trend  in  Antwerp'  was  downward- the  first  part  of  June  and 
stationary  for  most  varieties  the. balance  of  that  month  and  July.    Japanese  cranber- 
ries at  Antwerp  fell  from  ^2.72  to  ^2,. 36  a  bag  between  the  first  and  last  week  of 

July _    _   <_  ,    

a/  In  cases  where  a  range  in  quotations  is  reported  in  prices  of  any  specified 

class  and  grade  the  price  mentioned  here  is  the  mean  of  the  range.    In  most 
domestic  price  quotations  there  is  usually  a  range  of  lp  to  25  cents. 
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Beans:    Price  per  100  pounds,  specified  varieties  in  United  States 

markets,  1930-31  and  1931-32 

'.HITS  BEANS  'AND  LE.1AS 


Crop 
year 
and 
month 


"■It:-1 

1930-  31 

1931-  32 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar , 
Apr. 
May 
June 
July 
Aug.f/ 


New  York  price  from  receivers  to 
wholesale  distributors 


:Chi- 
.:  cago 
:  to 

: local 
: trade 
:l.c.l. 


Pec 


Domes-; 

tic." : 


Eu- 
rope 


Dolls:  Dollars 
5.51: b7  5~40 


Gre^t  :     Ot en- 
North-  :  .  ashi 
ern    i  Japan 


jjons:  uoii^rlT" 
_b/4.56:b7~  5.25 


Koten-.  :Med ,.  :  Lima , :  Gre  at 
ashi  I  ^^r- ..^r^gu-iNorth- 
lar  :  ern 


,  row 
]  domes-* 
:  tic  : 
:  a/  : 


Calif< 


San  Francisco 
f.o.b.  rail 
Calif. 


Small: 
white : 


Buby 
lima 


Dolls :Dolis 


Dollars  :.uoiis:uo^is: Dolls. 
c/'     5.03:  5.60:  7.90:  5.04 


4.70:  4.96 


4.21: 
3.61:e/ 
3.66 :e/ 
5.01: e/ 
2.82: e/ 
2.75:e/ 
2.65:e/ 
2.56:e/ 
2.65: e/ 
2 . 59 :  e/ 
2.52:e/ 
2.95: 


4.11 
(1.38} 
(1.43) 
(1.20) 
(1.12) 
(1.12) 
(1.04) 
(1.18) 
(1.18) 
(1.18) 
(1.18) 


3.72: 

3.30: 

3.36: 

3.01: e/ 

2 • 82 : c/ 

2.72:e/ 

2.59:e/. 

2.53:e/ 

2.63:e/ 

2.61:e/ 

2.55:e/ 

2.92:e/ 


4.60 
4.60 
4.46 
(1.76 
(1.52 
(1.38 
(1.30 
(1.40 
(1.40 
(1.38 
(1.35 
(1.28 


H 

2/ 
2/ 


4.58: 
1.60) : 
1.60) : 
1.48) : 
1.34) : 
1.30) : 
1.16) : 
1 . 26 ) : 
1.28) : 

*  • 

1.28) : 
1.20): 


,3.88: 
3.67: 
4.12: 
3.95: 
3.59: 
2.93: 
2.88: 
2.87: 
2.99: 
2.91: 
2.82: 
2.92: 


6.08:d/4.81 
5.78:  3.49 


5.88: 
5.50: 
5.10: 
4.56: 
4.26: 
4 . 26 : 
4.28: 
4.40: 
4.49: 
5.00: 


3.36 
3.44 
3.50 
3.38 
3.38 
2.85 
2.45 
2.62 
2.81 
2.65 


3.56: 
2.98: 
3.38: 
3.12: 
2.92: 
2.58: 
2.48: 
2.34: 
2.21: 
2.25: 
2.35: 
2.48: 


3.78 
3.22 
3.58 
3.10 
2.88 
2.40 
2.30 
2.28 
2.40 
2.52 
2.52 
3.28 


COLORED  BEANS 


New  York  prices  from  receivers 
to  wholesale  distributors 


Red  kidney 


Domes 
tic 


Italy 


Cranberry 


Round  :Negau- ^"rut- 
domes-:  zura  :  ilia 
tic     : Japan  : Chile 


Chicago 
l.c.l. 

price 
to  local: 
trade 


Pinto 


Colo- 
rado, 
price 
to  pro- 
ducers 


Pinto 


San  Francisco, f.o.b. 
rail,  Calif.  


Small 
red 


Cran 
berrv: 


Pink 


Black 
eye 


Av. 

1930-  31 

1931-  32 
Sept . 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec . 
Jan . 
Feb. 
Mar , 
Apr. 
May 
June 
July 
Aug.  5 
Aug . 16 

11 


Dolls 


Dolls . 


Dolls. : Dolls. : Dolls. 


Dolls. 


Dolls 


Dolls 


Dolls: 


8.87 

h/4.88 
4.46 
4.61 
3.89 
3.38 
2.87 
2.46 
2.23 
2.38 
2.31 
2.06 
2.25 
2.75 


g/7.66 

4.68 
3.62 


g/6.24:     5.91:  5.46 

•  • 

6.67:  5.04:  4.74 
6.54:  5.02:  4.69 
6.18:  5.23:  4.76 
5.33:  4.38:  4.54 
5.07:  4.58:  4.38 
4.82:e/l.68:e/(1.54]t 
4.^7:e/1.93:e/£L.25): 
4.22:e/2.45: 
4.08:e_/2.41: 
3.66:e/2.31: 
3.57:e/2.33: 
3.55.:e/(2.35): 
3.58:e/(2.35): 


£/  4.34 

3.28 
3.17 
3.57 
3.62 
3.62 
3.50 
3.50 
2.54 
2.34 
2.31 
2.45 

2.30 


2.26 

1.50 
1.30 
1.95 
1.50 
1.45 
1.25 
1.20 
1.25 
1.20 
1.20 
1.15 

1/ 


3. 05 

2.58 
2.45 
3.50 
3.50 
3.32 
2.95 
2.95 
2.95 
2.95 
2.95 
2.95 
2.85 
2.85 


5.62 

5.38 
4.40 
4.60 
4.68 
4.45 
3.75 
3.52 
2.95 
2.62 
2.50 
2.^=5 
2.58 
2.58 


Dolls  Dolls 
3.90:  3.39 

2.82 
2.75 
3.48 
4.00 
3.58 
3.15 
2.68 
2.72 
2.68 
2.68 
2.60 
2.60 
2.75 


3.22 
3.10 
3.52 
3.05 
2.90 
2.32 
2.15 
2.05 
1.85 
2.05 
1.95 
2.18 
2.18 


Continued 
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Beans:    Price  per  100  pounds,  specified  varieties  in  United  States 
markets,  1920-31  and  1931-32, -.  Cpntd. 

New  York  prices  are  averages  of  daily  prices  from  the  New  York  Producers' 
Price  Current,  Chicago  prices  are  averages  of  daily  prices  from  the  Chicago 
Daily  Trade  Bulletin.     The  prices  of  small  whites  are  averages  of  daily  prices 
from  the  San  Francisco  Commercial  Ne7/s.     Other  San  Francisco  prices  are  one 
price  a  month  for  the  Saturday  nearest  the  15th  of  the  month  from  the  California 
Fruit  News.    The  Colorado  price  to  producers  is  as  reported  by  Crop  Estimates 
Division  for  the  15th  of  the  month,     a/    Beginning  September  24,  1931  this 
variety  is  listed  as  "Marrow",  not  "Medium  Marrow",    b/    Ten  month  average, 
c/  Nine  month  average,    d/    Michigan  beans,    of    In  bond.    Any  beans  t^ken  out 
of  bond  for  domestic  consumption  would  require  the  payment  of  $3.00  duty  per 
100  pounds  in  addition  to  the  price  quoted,    tj    California  prices  are  for 
August  13,  ^nd  Colorado  prices  are  August  10,  Chicago  for  August  12.  gj  Eight 
month  average,    h/    No  quotation  until  September  29.  xj  Reports  to  Hay,  Feed 
and  Seed  Division  indicate  an  increase  from  $1.45,  July  20  to  §1,72 ,  August  10. 


Beans,  dry:    Price  per  100  pounds  in  foreign  markets,  1930-31 

and  1931-32 


;        Antwerp,  for  early          :  Marseille, 
delivery,  f.o.b.           :  c.i.f. 

[Galatz 

;0taru,  ex 
;  warehouse 

Year 

:            :  Moldavian 

:Dan- 

and 

Pearl 

:  Marrow 

:  Small 

:0te-     :hand  pick 

:ubian  : 

:  Common 

rOtenashi 

:  Naga- 

month 

:  flat 

:nashi  : ed  a/duty 
:            :paid  into 
:  France 

'  c  ommon 

:  ^ 

:  y 

:  zura 

Average 

Dolls. 

: Dolls. 

; Dolls. 

: Dolls. :"  Dollars 

: Dolls.. 

Dolls. 

:  Dolls. 

: Dolls. 

1930-31  cj 
1.931-32 

'  2.98 

;  3.05 

\  2.45 

:d/2.22:        -  : 

'                      «  i 

»  •                     •  i 

:d/l.67: 

1.42  ' 

:  1.67 

:  1.87 

Sept.  .. 

2.05 

;  2.57 

:  1.64 

;    1.72:       -  : 

:  1.02 

:     .75  : 

:  1.19 

:  1.07 

Oct. 

:  1.85 

;  2.18 

;  1.57 

:     1.73:     1.89  : 

1.03. 

:     .80  : 

1.09 

:  1.07 

Nov. 

1.91  ; 

2.27 

;  1.57  . 

.     1.90:     1.88  : 

:  1.08: 

.80  . 

e/1.53 

:e/l.80 

Dec.   . . . : 

1.78 

:  2.20 

:  1.46 

:    1.80:    1.79  : 

.96: 

.70  : 

e/1.18 

:e/l.57 

J  an •  • . . , 

1.74  . 

:  1.94 

;  1.42 

.     1.85:f/l.79  : 

.97: 

.71  : 

e/1.11  . 

•e/1.49 

Feb.  .... 

1.75  : 

1.81  : 

1.42 

:     1.69:     1.86  : 

i  1.00: 

.76  : 

e/1.06 

:e/l.41 

Mar .  . . . : 

1.81 

1.63  : 

1.48  ; 

1.55:    1.85  ; 

1.15: 

.88  : 

e/  .98 

:e/l.42 

Apr, 

1.81  : 

1.62  . 

1.44  : 

1.52:    1.79  : 

1.00: 

.82  : 

e/  .91  : 

e/1.38 

May  . . . . ; 

,  1.80  : 

,  1.60  : 

1.42  . 

.     1.48:     1.79  ; 

.99: 

.78  : 

June  . . . : 

1.68  : 

1.54  : 

1.39  : 

1.42:    1.66  : 

.93: 

July 

1.59  : 

1.51  i 

1.37  : 

1.39:    1.64  : 

.91: 

.  Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Agricultural  Foreign  Service  and  Consular 
Service  at  the  markets  listed.    Marseille  prices  from  September  through 
June  1931-32  are  furnished  by  the  association  of  Sworn  Brokers, 
a/    On  the  basis  of  6  per  cent  tolerance  foreign  matter  and  colored  beans, 
in  bulk,  either  afloat  or  for  immediate  shipment, 
b/    In  Car-lots  at  storehouses  or  railway  stations  or  port  line. 
oj    Nine  months  average, 
d/    Ten  months  average. 

e/    Average  of  prices  c.t  1st  and  15th  of  the  month. 

f/    This  class  and  Braila  hand  picked  were  being  sold  to  some  extent  below 
the  published  quotations,  the  sellers  accepting  a  loss. 
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MOMti  DRY  3SA1T-  PROSPECTS  §/ 


Sumoary 


Present  scattering  reports  indicate  little  change  from  last  year  in 
the  supplies  of.  "beans  in- foreign  countries  ■  which  compete  in.  our  markets  .with 
the  domestic  crop,  hut  there  are  changes  in  the  distribution.  Production 
in  Rumania,  usually  the  Chief  competitor  of  the  United  States  in  white  "beans, 
is  probably  about  the  same  as  last  year' s  large  crop  or  a  little  larger  and 
may  he  supplemented  "by  a  slight  increase  in  carry-over ,  and  Hungary  may  have 
an  increased  crop.    But  France  is  reported  tc  have  a  small  crop  and  may-  take 
much  of  the  surplus  which  Italy  took  last  year.    Reports  for  Italy  are  con- 
tradictory, ranging  from  another  short  crop  to  good,    production  of  export 
varieties  in  Japan  is  reduced  to  less  than  half  of  last  year's  crop  and  heavy 
percentage  of  pick  and  poor  quality  may  reduce  the  exportable  surplus  still 
further.    Production  of  other  varieties  is  not  increased  enough  t©  offset  the 
shortage.     Stocks  of  old  crop  of  export  varieties  in  Hokkaido  are  also  less;  , 
than  a  year  ago.     There  is  little  pressure  of  Chilean  beans  on  international 
markets  in  spite  of  an  ample  supply,  due  to  unfavorable  exchange  and  high  bean 
prices  in  Chile. 

The  reduction  of  20  -per  cent  in  the  United  States  crop  below  1931  was 

accompanied  by  rises  in  prices  in  most  classes  except  pea.  beans  in  the  early 

part  of  the  season.    Pea  bean  prices  have  been  declining  since  the  beginning 

of  the  season,  and  prices  of  other  classes  of  white  beans,  which  improved 

aj    Figures  in  this  report  relating  to  quantities  are  in  terms  of  100  pound 
bags.     Statements  on  foreign  beans  other  than  those  from  official  publications 
of  the  various  countries  are  based  on  reports  of  Agr icultural  Commissioner  C.  1. 
Dawson  at  Shanghai,  Assistant  Agricultural  Commissioner  L.  D.  Mallory  at  Mar- 
seille, Consuls  Alfred  W.  Donegan  at  Bucharest,  William  H.  Beach  at  Antwerp, 
Vice  Consuls  Maurice  Pasquet  at  Paris,  Camden  L.  McLain  at  Santiago,  Louis  B. 
Mazzeo  at  Chihuahua,  and  Assistant  Trade  Commissioner  0.  J.  Libert  at  Santiago. 
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during  the  first  of  the  season,  have,  also  fallen  somewhat  the  latter  part 
of  September  or  early  October.    An  increase  in  production  in  Michigan,  the 
most  important  pea  bean  producing'  State  to;gc  therewith  reports  of  large  crop 
in  Rumania  arc  important  factors  in  weakness  in  the  -orice  of  pea  beans 
which  has  al-so  -affected. -.-the  .recent  -prices  'of  other  .white  beans  .  in  the  United 
States.    The  ■  increase  "in  -the  Michigan  crop  is  more  •  than  offset ,  however,  by. 
reductions  in -other.  States  producing  mostly  white  beans,  especially  by  the. 
decrease  of  45  per  cent  - below  last  year  in  .  the-  Groat  Northern  Region,,  leaving 
a  net  reduction  of  9  per  cent  .In -the  total-  crop,  in  the  white  bean  growing  ; 
States.     Itol cases  of-  foreign  white  beans  from  storage  in  bond -may  .  be."  having 
an  additional  temporary  effect,  in.  white  bean -price  reductions.. 

The- reduction  of  43  per  cent  below-  last-  year  in  production  in  the 
pinto  region  and  33  per  cent,  in  California  have 'been  reflected  in  improvement 
in  prices  of  colored  beans,  and  limas.    Prices  of. these  classes  have  been  gen- 
erally increasing:  much  of  the  season  or  at  least.,  holding- early  gains,  and 
present  prices-:  of  some  classes  are  abeve  the;  levels  of  a  year  ago*.  Weakness 
has  been  observed,  however;   in  prices  of  some  classes  of  colored  beans  the 
second  we  eh  of  October.        ■.::--:}'.'-■'.        -.  ,-  -    -  ■  • .  - :     .:  . 
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Production  of  beans  in  the  United  States  and-. specified  foreign  - 
countries,  average  1.29-1931,  annual  1929-1952 
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* 
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3.381* 

3,217 
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:  5,152 

Idaho,  Mont,  and  Wyo.   (mostly  ;gr eat 

•  ■ 

•  • 
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t 
• 
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2,357: 

2,888 

:  .  2,805 

:  .1,530 

Minor  States^  (no  stly  white  beans )..   .  . 

• 
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: '  274 
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• 

2,310: 

2,331: 

3,048 

!  1,551 

:••  887 

Calif.,    (limas,  colored  and  white)        .  . 

• 

• 

3,707: 

3,391: 

4,264 

:  3,467 

\    -2 ,  3o9 

Ar i z . ,   (mostly  pinks)  

• 
* 

35: 

29: 

41 

:  34 

:  48 

lotai  united  states  »  •            -..      «  . 
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•~.  •  ■       .-  .'  i 
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* 

whites)  • 

• 
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.1,^61: 
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: 1,119 
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• 

2,187: 

2,156: 

2,919: 

1,485: 
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Total  3  countries  reporting  for  1932;  20,914: 

20,107: 

21,154: 

21,482.: 

13,754 

Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical'  He's earcli:    Pi^ures  for  the;  Uhitcd  States 
are  compiled  from  reports  of  the  Crop  Reporting  Board,-  others  are  official  reports 
of  the  reporting  countries'  either  obtained  direct  or  through  the  Foreign  Service. 

a/    Maine,  Vermont,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Kansas- and  Oregon.- 

b/  Unofficial  estimates  of  cornfield  beans  are  higher  than  the  official  figure 
and  bring  the  total  to  8,113,000  bags. 

cj    Unofficial  reports  indicate  a  short  .:erop  in  1932. -  - 

d/  Reports  are  conflicting-,  some  indicating- a  harvest  no  larger  than  1931  and  ' 
others  indicating  a  good  crop.-.-  •'• 

Supplies  "  "■ 

United  States 

The  October  estimate  of  production  in -the  United  States  of  10,230,000' 
bags,   is  nearly  20  per  cent  below  last  year's  figure,  and  21  per  cent  below  the 
3-year  •  average.    Much  of  the  reduction  in  the  United  States  -has  apparently -  occurred 
in  the  colored  bean  types  and  limas. '   To'tai  production  -in'  the  eastern  and  in  the 
northern  Rocky  Mountain 'regions  and' Oregon,  where  white  beans  predominate,  reaches 
6,956,000  bags  compared  with  7,661,000  bags  last  year  and  a  3-year  average  of    •  oh. 
6,851,000  bags.  '  In  Michigan  and "Hew  York ,  ■' important  pea  bean  States,  total  bean 
production  is  5,152,000  bags,  an  increase  of  nearly  12  per  cent  above  last  year. 
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Some  of  the  increase may --'"bo :  in  rid :  kidneys'  which- are  also  produced  in  those 

States.  '••         i  -~  v.... 

3 can"  production  in  the  northern  F.ocl^y  Mountain  region,  where  groat 
northerns  arc  important,  is'  placed  at  only  -1*530,000  bags,  45  per  cent  "below 
last  year*  s  2,805, QOO  bags.'   This  rcduct.ion..is  .  enough  to  nor  e  than  offset  the 
increase  in  the  Eastern  States. 

Production  in  the  two  important  pinto  'Producing  States  is  placed  at  only 
887, 000- bags,  43  per  cent  below- la s:t  year -and  62  per  cent  -  '"below,  the  2-year  aver- 
age,    California  production  of  2,339,000"  "bags  is  33  per  cent  below  last  year's 
3,467,000  bags,-   Unofficial- report s;  indicate  a  reduction  of  about  a  quarter  in 
standard  lima  production,  about  a  half  in -baby  limas,  and  nearly  a  third  in 
small  whites,   about:  40- per  cent  in  -black eyes,  and  between  10,  and  15  per  cent  in 
pinks'.  -  -  :  '  :  . 

'A  survey  by" the  Hay,'  Feed  and  Seed  Division  places  country  and  terminal 
warehouse  stock's  in  important  bean  growing  States-,  -exclusive  of  New  York,  at 
.1,  69.0,000  bags  as  of  Septe  .'her  1,  1932,  about  13  per  cent  of  the  crop  of  the 
preceding  year  and  -farm'  stocks  in  Michi'gan  and  Montana  at  93,000  bags.  Other 
farm  stocks'  are  not  reported.     Considering  the  large  crops  of  recent  years  and 
an  apparent;  tendency  to-  pile  up-  stocks'  together  with-  a  tendency  of  wholesalers 
to  buy  only  on  a  hand-to-mouth  basis,  this  amount  in  country  and  terminal  eleva- 
tors does  not  appear  to1  be  unduly  large-.  ■  For  most  classes,-  no'  official  compari- 
son with  other  years  is  available.  '  Michigan  warehouse  stocks  of  pea  beans  are 
placed  at  only  167 ,590.  "bags  in  warehouses  with  additional  farm  stocks  estimated 
at -60,000  bags, :  a  total  of  less  than  7  per  cent  of  the  preceding  large  crop,  and 
dealers  are  reported  as  considering'  the  old  crop  practically  cleaned  up.  Great 
northern  warehouse  'stocks  are.  officially  placed  at  488,408  baps,  about  17  per 
cent  of  the  --.receding- crop.''  '  Additional"  farm  'stocks  of  -about  33,000  bags  are 
reported  gLn  J.Cpntana.  •   . . .";  : 

Stocks  of  pinto s  are  only  267, 369  bags,  according  to  the  official  esti- 
mate, or  less  than  18  per  cent  of  the , preceding  crop,     warehouse  stocks  of  pintos 
in  Colorado  and  New  Mexico  are  about  255,700  bags  this  year,  compared  with  about 
493,000  bags  in  warehouses  in  those  States  a  year  earlier.     The  total  bean  crop 
in  the  two  States  plus  warehouse  stocks  of  pintos  is  about  44  per  cent  below 
last  year's  total.  -  .- . 

Total  stocks  in  California,  as  reported  by  the  California  Bean  Dealers1 
Association,  amounted  to  703,000  bags  on  September  1,  about  20  per  cent  of  the 
preceding  crop,  but  only  slightly  larger  than  the  .689,000  bags  reported  in 
warehouses  a  year  earlier.    Total  production  plus  warehouse  stocks  this  year  is 
27  per  cent  below  last  year. 

The  biggest  increase  in  California  stocks  is  in  limas.  Baby  lima  stocks 
of  147,635  bags  are  44  per  cent  larger  than  a  year  ago,  and  regular  lima  stocks 
of  93,054  bags  are  25  per  cent  larger.  In  both  cases  the  increases  in  stocks 
are  small.- compared  with  the  decreases  unofficially  indicated  in  production,  and 
total  supply  of  regular  limas,  including  the  unofficial  reports  of  production, 
appears  to  be  little  more  than  three-quarters  as  large  as  a  year  ago,  while  the 
supply  of  baby  limas  appears  to  be  less  than. two-thirds  of  last  year's  supply. 

Stocks  of  small  whites,  98,206  bags,,  are  only  13  per  cent  larger  than- a 
year,  ago,  and.  total  .supply  appears  to  be  about  three- fourths  as' large  as' last 
year1 s  supply.  •* 
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Blackeye  stocks  of  202,748  bags  are  slightly  below  those  of  a  year  ago. 

Stocks  of  pinks,  pinto s  and;  small  reds  .'are  all  smaller  ttian-a  year  earlier, 
pinks  only  51,914  bags  .compared  with.  126,311'  last  year,  pinto s  only  11,669  hags 
compared  with  40  ,..692- last  year  and  small  reds  1,946  compared  with  19,274  last 
year.    Total  supplies  of  pinks  are  apparently  between  80  and  85  per  c  ent  of 
su'onlies  a  year  earlier. 


Foreign  Countries 


Eurone 


Rumania  is,  in  most  years  our  most  important  foreign  competitor  in  white 
bean  markets.    Total  production  'there'  appears  to  be  not  far  different  from  that 
of  last  year;  the  official 'estimate  of  all  beans  places  the  crop  at  7,275,000 
bags,  just  under  last  year's  7,284,000  bags,  while  unofficial  estimates  of  corn- 
field beans  bring  the  total  to  8,11.3,000  bags,  11  per  cent  above  last  year. 
Early  estimates  for  Rumania,  both  official  and  unofficial,  are  subject  to  con- 
siderable revision  later  in  the  season. 

Stocks  in  Rumania  may  be  a  little  larger  than  last  year,  but  there  is  no 
evidence  of  excessive  stocks  remaining  from  the  large  1931  crop,  due  to  the  un- 
usually heavy ' exports.    :A  rough  estimate  in  Rumania  reported  by  Consul  Donegan 
placed  stocks  on  August  .1  at  63,200  bags,  presumably  stocks  in  sight.    An  esti- 
mate on  the  basis  of  .product ion,  exports,  estimated  seed  requirements  and  average 
allowance  for  domestic  consumption  leaves  about  700,000  bags  in  the  country. 
This  larger  figure  is  less  than  10  per  cent  of  the  old  crop,  indicating  no  ab- 
normal carry-over  in  spite  of  the  large  crop. 

Little  information  is  available  on  supplies. for  other  European  countries. 
A  shortage  in  the  French  crop  is  reported  unofficially,  but,  offsetting  this, 
there  are' reports  current  in  Marseille  of  a  good  crop  in  Hungary  and  excellent 
conditions  in  Italy.    Whereas  last  year  France  was . shipping. some  "beans  to  Italy, 
this  year  seme  Italian  early  beans  are -now  being. shipped  to  France.  Other 
reports  for  Italy  place  the  crop  as  low  as  that  of  1931.     Stocks  at  Marseille 
the  first  of  October  are  placed- at  only  37, 500.  bags,  compared  with  169,000  a 
year  earlier.    The  low  stocks'  this  year  are  attributed  partly  to  a  lack  of 
speculative  interest  which  characterized  the'  market  a  year  earlier.     Stocks  on 
the  first  of  September  "this  year,  about  the  beginning  of  the  new  marketing 
season,  were  45,000  bag's.    At  Antwerp  stocks  the  first  of  September  reached 
68,000  to  70,000  bags  of  Danube  beans  and  8,0.00  bags  of  Japanese  large  and  small 
whites,  mostly  in  second  hands,  compared  with  61,000  bags  the  first  of  August. 

Japan 

October  production  estimates  of  both  large  and  small  whites  and  long 
cranberries  in  Japan  are  less  than  half  of  last  year's  crops.    Production  of  most 
other  varieties  used  mostly  for  consumption  within  Japan  is  considerably  larger 
than  last -year 'but  not -enough  to  offset  the .reduction  in  the  export  classes. 
Total  production  of  1,249,000  bags  is. about  16  per  cent  less  than  last  year. 

All  classes  of  beans  were  damaged  by  continued  rains  in  the  podding  and 
maturing  period,  and  the  percentage  of  pick  is  expected  to  be-much  larger  than 
in  any  other  recent  year.     It  may  also  af feet ■  the •  quality  of  the  remainder. 
Harvesting  of  large  and  small  whites  was  begun  and  harvesting  of  long  cranberries 
completed  in  September.  • ■ 

•  The  stocks  of  large  and  small  whites  remaining  in  Hokkaido  on  September  1 
were  only  156,400  bags  compared  with  220,000  bags  a  year  earlier.     This  year's 
stocks  included  47,600  bags  of  hand  picked  beans  and  108,300  bags  not  hand  picked- 
making  together  about  32  per  cent  of  the  preceding  crop.    No  statement  was  made  5 


ofVto*.  of  long  cherries  this  ^tenber,  Jmt  .to.*,  on  1  were  Wo** 

16,000  -~U~»a  <dtS  74,000  the  precetag  Jul/  1. 

^   Tlao  latGst  estate  of  ^4oction.iaJJMle  for  1931-32  of  1  404,000  tegs 

me  latest;  cshjjui   »        +1r.nt(>  At  1  454" 000  ar>d  about  the  saue  as  the 
shows  a  decrease  from  the  earlier  estimate  o±  1, .a^.uuu  a 
•1930-31  erop.     The  1931-32- crop  is  now  eoning  en  the  nar) ret.  tape 
Chilean,  beans  figure  prominently  in  exportation,  red  kitoo/s,  laro0  carries 
and  large  pea  beans,  'large  cranberry  Production  is  placed  at  "3,00^s,_|ut 
production  of  rod  kidneys  is  placed  at  only  60,000  hags  this  season  and  hrL,c  pea 
beans  at  only  20,000  bags. 

Production  of  regular  cranberries,  which  also  figure  acre  or  lew  In  the  ex- 
port trade,  reached  254,000  hags'.    A  comparison  of  these  iigures  with  tnose  lorthe 
year  1928-29  shows  notable  increases  in  production  of  cranoerrios  and  largo  cran- 
berries, cut  a  natorial  reduction  in  red  kidneys. . 

Press  reports  in  Chile  placed  the  balance  of  hoans  available  for  export,  on 
Septenher  1,  1932,  at  about  255,000  bags,  which  is  considered  a  comparatively  large 
simply. 

Floods 'in  the  Mexican  State  of  Chihuahua  have  done  considerable  daca^  to 
the  bean  crop.    That  State  is  not  one  of  the  important  bean  producing  Sta.es, 
however. 

Chile:  3.an  production  by  varieties,  exports  'and  balance,  1928-29  to  1,31-32 


Item 


•1928-:  1929- 


29  :  30 
1,000: 


a/ 


Froduction 
Varieties  from  which  exports  to 
United  States  are  made     .  .  _  . 
Colored  -  •  ' 

Araucano  ( c ranberry )  ....... 

Frutiall  (large  cranberry).. 

Red  kidney  

Small  red  .  

White 


•  1)  "ffR 


199 
65 

113 
c/ 


1,000 
bajgs_ 


incr. 


1930- 

31 
1,000 
:  baks 


/ 

c/ 
80 

•54' 


Arroz  (rice  or  small  pea)'. cy    :)  incr. 

Triguito  (large  pea)   .  •  .•  •  c 

Miic5g.ro  cri stale  

Milagro  (marrow)  


incr. 


same 


or 


Caballare  (long  marrow) . . . 
Varieties  grown  largely  for 
domestic  use 

Bur  r  i  t  o  ( sins  11  b  r  o wn  b  e  an ) . 

3ayo  ,.........,.......:  320 

Pallare  (somewhat  similar  to  : 
Madagascar  bean  sold  in  Europe'* 

as  butter  bean)   '. 

Goscorrone  (white  mottled 

with  green)   •  .;•••>  -  -  .  . . 

Undesignated   .....  ..  .  - . 

Total  production  ........  .  .  . . 

Export  calendar  years  1929-1932:  549.-: 


deer. 


301 


^  / 


54 


1931- 

32 
1,000 
bags 


254 

163 

60. 
4 

65  ( 
20  ( 

.  2  ( 

12 


358 
192 


incr. 


mcr . 


31 

61 
137 


d/454:  Ho.  date  :  

1,560:   1,691     :1, 406:1, 404 


499 


55S : 0/ 131 
1,070: 


Principal  markets , 
trade  indications!}/ 


Chi  1  e  ,  C  o  1  o  mbi  a ,  U .  S . 
Chile , Argentina ,U.  S. 
Cub  ?. ,  U .  S .  ,  Chile . 


Cuba. 


Chile ,U. S.Puerto 
Rico.,-  Cuba ,  Argentina 
Chile, Cuba, 
Uruguay,  U.S. 

Chile , Argentina. 


!iexico . 


Cni  1 « 


Argentina,  Eng- 
land, Chile. 

Chile , Cuba 
Chile 


reuorts  of  Vice 


Balance  for  domestic  use   :  1,111:  1,192 

Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical  Research.  Compiled  from 
Consuls    Camden  L.  McLain  at  Santiago  and  John  T.  Garvin  at  Valparaiso. ^ 
a/Details  are • early  season  trade  indications  of  size  of  crop  compare a  with 


a receding 


ar 


•Ilotes  continued  on,  following  page 


•Not os  continued--  ' -'  .:••'"•'  a.       ■'  •  . 

b/  Based  on  conditions  prior  to  on d:  during  marketing  of  1930-31  crop, 
c/  Included,  v/ith  undesignated  varieties,  d/-'  Includes  production  of  named 
varieties  for  which  separate  figures-  are  not  available,  0/  Exports  January 
through  August  as  reported  by  Assistant  Trade  Commissioner-  Lihert .Carry-over 
into  the  season  was  reported  by  him  as  60,000  bags  at  the  beginning  of  the  seas 

";.".o v  em  e  n  t  to  ■ " a rk e t 

In  the  United  States  rail  shipments  of  dry  beans  from  points  of  origin 
in  principal  producing  States  both  in  carlots  aid  l.c.'l; ,   together  with  amounts 
shipped  from  California  by  water,  reached  770,051  bags  in  September , about 
7.5  per  cent  of  the  total  crop.     These  figures  do  not  take  account  of  movement 
by  truck  which  has  not  had  a  subsequent  rail  haul.  'The  largest  movement  has 
"been  from  kichigan,  which  State  shipped  327,552  bags,  also  about  7.5  per  cent 
of  the  kichigan . crop.     Total  rail  shipments  from  Michigan  and  New  York  shipping- 
points  together  were  only  7.3  per  cent  of  the  combined  crop.  Rail  shipments 
from  the  three  great  nor them  producing  States  were  176,621  bags  or  11.6  per 
cent  of  the  crop  and  shipments  from  the  two  pinto  States  were  92,547  bags, 
10.4  per  cent  of  the  crop.     Hail,  and  water  shipments  from  California  were 
10o,507  bags,  only  4.4  per  cent  of  the  crop. 

No  definite  comparison  can  be  made  v/ith  shipments  a  year  earlier  due 
to  the  difference  in  unit's '.In-  which  the  figures  are  reported  and  the  fact  that 
the  1932  figures  include  I.e. 1. -movement  whereas  the  earlier  figures  did  not 
include  it.     When  1931  figures  are  roughly  converted  to  a  bag  basis  on  the 
assumption  of  400 '  to  6'JO  bags  to  the  car,  it  seems  apparent,  however,  that 
rail  shipments  from' the  pinto  and  great  northern  States  were  smaller  this 
September  then  in  September,  1931,  which  is  to  be- expected  with  the  reduction 
in  crop  in  those  regions.     Rail  shipments  from  California  also  seem  to  be 
definitely  smaller,  following  a  reduction  in  production.     Apparent  increases  in 
shipments  from  Michigan  and  New  York  may  be  due  entirely  to  the-  inclusion  of 

I.  c.l.  movement  in  the  1932  figures,  or  may  reflect  a  real  increase  in  shipments 
following  increased  production  and  possible  increased  demand  caused  by 
reduction  in  pea  bean  prices.  '  ' 

Been  receipts  reported  at  the  Rumanian  ports,  Brail a  and  Cons  taut za  in 
August  amounted  to  about  15,000  bags  and  actual  receipts  are  believed  to  be 
much  larger,  possibly  reaching  50,000  bags v  according  to  unofficial  reports 
based  on  the  heavy  shipments  from  Braila,   compared  with  only  7,000  bags  received 
at  the  two  ports  in  July.     The  increase  is  probably  mostly  seasonal,  with  the 
new  crop  beginning  to  come  on  the  market. 

I  n  t  e  r n  a  1 1  o  n  al  T  r  ado 

P.o reign-  trade  of  the  United  States  in  September  has  been  light  again 
this  year.     Total  exports  of  domestic  beans  were  7,500  bags  compared  'ith 
7,300  bags  the  preceding  September.     Total  imports  of  foreign  beans  reached 

II ,  900  .bags'  compared  with  12,900  bags  a  year  earlier.  Reexports  of  foreign 
beans  reached  2,100  this  September  as  against  16,700  bags  last  September, 
leaving  net' movement  for  the  month  a  net  export  of  2,300  bags  in  September  1S32 
comoare-d  with  a  net  export  of  11,100  bags  in  September  1931. 

In  the  year  September  1931  -  August  1932  the  United . States  had  a  net 
export  of.  dry  beans,  for  the  first  time  since  1923-24. .  Net  exports  were 
72,000  begs. compared  .with  a  net  import  of  506,000  bags. in  1930-31  and  an 
average  net  import  of  679,000  bags  in  the  3  years  1326-29  to  1930-31.  In 
1923-24  net  exports  were  54,000  bags.     Total  imports  of  foreign  beans  in 
1931-32  reached  115,000  bags  of  which  -  all  but  17,000  were  reexported.  Domestic 
exports  were  only  89,000  bags,  the  smallest  in  recent  years.  Japan  and  Hong 


Keng  were  the  most  important  sources  of  imports  followed  by  Mexico,  and  Chile;./-' 
It  is  not  hnown  .-how  .much  of  •'  the  v  import- .  movement  •  v/as.r.Thi  te  Deans,  and  how  much 
colored,  "but  ..it -is  .provable  that  a  good  proportion; of  the  1231-32  imports  were 
colored  beans  ■.-  ;  Exports.: :  of  Japan  to  the  •■United.  .-States .-from -the  1931  crop  show 
no  exports  of  Large  or.-;  small  whites,  and  but  5, ,300  bags  of  long  cranberries.  . 
A  few  shipments ■ ear 1 y  in;the  season. made  up  of  1920-crop  beans  may  have  included 
old  crop  white  beans.     Imports  from  11  Jjairopean  countries  usually  an  important 
source  of  white  beans,. ,  were  unusually  small  in  1951-52,  reaching  only  16,000 
bags  compared,  with  141,000  last  year.  .  . 

Exports  from  Rumania  from  September  1,  1951  through  July  1932  are 
reported  at  2,988,000  bags  compared  with  958, COO 'bags  in  the  corresponding  period 
and  1,264,000  for  the  full  12  months  a  year  earlier..    Seaborne  receipts  of  beans 
at  Marseille  in  September  were  only' 59, 700  bags  compared  with  195,800  the 
preceding  September.     Total  receipts  from  September  1931  through  August  1932 
reached  179,000  bags,   including  receipts  in  bond  for  sorting  and  re shipping. 


Dry  beans:  Imports  into  the  United  States  by  country  of  origin 
and  exports  years  beginning  September  1,  "  *  '       •'  • 
.  1923-24  to  1931-32  ' 


Countries 

ri923- 
;24 

s  19*24- 
:25 

1 1 9  2d— 

;26 

:T925- 

:  27  '  '  • 

:1927- 
:28 

:1928~- 

;29' 

.1929'- 

:50 

::1950- 
:31 

;T93T-~ 

;32 

:  1,000 

« i  nnn 

■  X  ,  UUU 

: 1,000 

; 1,000 

•  i  nnn 

•  X , uuu 

>  i  nnn< 

•  i  nnn 

i  J.  ,  uuu 

•  ~\   ( nn 

>  J. ,  uuu 

:  1,000 

:bags 

sbags 

:££gs_ 

ihags^ 

:bags 

:bags 

rbags 

:bags 

:  b  ags 
— ~  — — ■ 

Imports  ; 

—  -  — - 

—  

— _  

Europe,  11  countries  .   .  . 

;  157 

:  332 

:  414' 

:  480 

:'  710. 

:  144 

:  468 

:  141 

:  16 

Asia,        4  countries  .  ..  . 

:  286 

:  "  367 

:.  240 

:  253 

:  412 

;  -524 . 

f  534 

:  508 

:'  54 

7 

11 

:■  5 

:   .  8 

:"  .'.55 

:  ~41. 

:  IS 

i  13 

:  16 

:  1 

:  .  1 

:  .  I 

;  '  1 

;    '  1 

;   ■ .  1 

10 

:  15 

:  2 

South  Arne r  ic  a :  3  c  ount  r  i o  s 

:  I? 

5  81;- 

:  •     8'  :  28 

:  194 

;  ,  2Q3 

:  149 

;  87' 

:  26 

1  35 

:  "  54  " 

p 

>  ^ 

0 

;  0. 

:.  .  2.6  ' 

:  22 

:  0 

:  0 

Total  imports  .   .   .  . 

:  33 
:  545  . 

:     28  : 

;.  854- 

:  46 
:.  .715 

;  25 
:  795 

:  101 
.1,4  53* 

73 
;'  782'/ 

i  160 
:  3,459"; 

:  '25 
"  787  '" 

:  1 

f  115 

Reexports  of  foreign 

.  412,:. 

:.  175. 

L  187  • 

:  194 

,.  158  : 

:  191 

:  154 

:  105 

.  98 

Balance  foreign  beans        .  •: 

« 

retained  in  United  States: 

134  A 

:..636  ': 

:  .529  ;  502  i 

.1,325  : 

•   591  . 

.1,305  : 

582  ; 

.  17 

Domestic  Exports 

324  . 

:  224  : 

.  219 

;  248  : 

.  177  ; 

;  97 

:  78 

:     39  . 

.  50 

10-.. 

:.'  'l6  : 

70  : 

U    15  ' 

7  , 

:     10  : 

22 

:     73  : 

:  6 

:  ,  12  : 

!  .    8.  ; 

:  10 

:     14  : 

..    11  : 

7 

:  7 

.     18  : 

.  11 

Panama.  .......  .   .   .  : 

6  . 

i      7  : 

:       7  ; 

:       9  : 

3  : 

;  7 

9  '; 

: "  11  : 

9 

'■  o 
\         o  ! 

,  t 

o  ■ 

•     14  : 

14' , 

,     12  ; 

.  :  14  . 

!>    '-8-  ; 

7 

5.1  ': 

;     32  : 

32  '; 

.     54  ; 

.     25  : 

38  ": 

.  40 

25 

-  -26 

Total  domestic  exports  411  ; 

~294  " 

347 

354  ' . 

"242  " 

:  170  "i 

.  174-  J 

«  89 
\b'pt2 

"  "594  ~ 

;  132  : 

263  : 

1,0  83 

;  395  : 

1,155 

'508  " 

Blackeye  beans  : 

Imports  : 

:  ; 

Cuba.  . '  .   .  .   .   .  ' 

'd  ' 

cj.  : 

&/  4  : 

.     15  ; 

0 

//  : 

. —  r — 

i&/  2  ; 

■  ....  1  • 

I.  1 

Total  : 

« 

fd7  "6" 

~  "16 

Division  of  Statistical  and . Historical  Research. "Compiled  from  records  of  Bureau 
of  Foreign- and  Domestic  Commerce. 

a/  'I.  ports  include  blackeye  beans  through  June  18, 1250. For  figures  after  that  da 
"see  above,  b/  Net  exports,     c/mcluded  with  other  bean  imobrts.  'd/ Imports  since 
June  16,1530".  '  *"•  .  .  v".~         •  — 
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. Exports  of  large  and  small  white  "beans  from  "the  1931  crop  in  "Japan  are 
placed  at  only  308,000  bags  compared  with  712,000  "bags1  from  theJ  1930  crop.  '-  Ho 
exports  were  reported  to  the  United  States  from  the  1951  crop  compared  with 
282,000  "bags  from  the  preceding  crop.     Total  exports  of  long  cranberries  were 
only  49,000  bags  from  the  .1931  crop  compared  with  291,000  hags  from  the  1930  crop 
and  exports  to  the  United  States  only  5,000  hags  compared  with  176/000  in  the 
same  periods  respectively.- 

Exports  from  Chile  have  also  "been  light  the  first  8  months  of  the  current 
Chilean  marketing  season,  reaching  only  131,000  hags  compared  with  332,000  hags 
in  the  corresponding  period  of  1931.     Exports  have  been  hampered  "by  adverse 
exchange  rates,  hut  there  is  also  reported  to  have  been  an  increasing  domestic 
demand  due  to  scarcity  of  wheat.     There  were  rumors  early  in  Se-ptember  of  enact- 
ment of  an  export  prohibit  ion  on  beans  at  least  until  November  1,  but  nothing  has 
been  heard  about  it  since  that  time. 

Prices  and. Market  Conditions 

Prices  of  pea  beans  have  been  weal:  so  far  this  season  and  have  probably 
been  instrumental  in  "bringing  down  prices  of  other  classes  of  white  beans  which 
had  shown  considerable  improvement  in  September.    Prices-  of  lirnas  and  colored 
beans  have  been  improving  and  baby  li  as  and  some  classes  of  colored  beans  are 
higher  than  they  were  a  year  ago.    Pea  bean  prices  at  Few  York  averaged  $2.67 
in  September,  which  was  15  cents  below  the  August  average  and  32  cents  below 
the  average  for  the  season  1931-32,  and  continued  to  fall  to  the  low  point  of 
32.30  by  October  14.    narrows  and  great  "northern  prices  at  New  York,  and  small 
"whites  in  California  all  rose. -26  to  56  cents  in  the  September  .  averages  over  the 
August  averages,  but  all  dropped- back  again  by  early-  October.    Great  northerns  at 
Chicago  were  low  the  latter  part  of  September  and  earl;,  October,  but  then 
strengthened  and  by' the  12t-h  of  the' month  were  13  cents  above  the  August  average. 

:  Lima  prices  have  risen  materially  since  mid-August  and  baby  lima  prices 
have  been  higher  since  mid-September -than  the;  were  a  year  ago.    Regular  lima 
prices,  are  still  appreciably  "below  those  a  year  earlier,   and  have  fallen  off 
slightly  the  .first  part  of  October. 

.  Prices  of  pintos,   small  reds  and  pinks  are  ail  higher  than  they  were  a 
year  ago,   and  the  blackeye  price  is  ecual  to  that  a  year  ago.     Cranberry" and 
red  kidne_y  prices  improved  early  in  September,   and  in  the  hew  York  market  improved 
further  in  early  October,  but  are  still  considerabl3r  below  the  level  -a  year 
ago,   and  .red  kidney  prices  fell  somewhat  after  the  early  rise.*    There  was  a 
slight  drop  in  California  prices  of  pinks,  and  rod  kidneys  in- early  October. 

:  Japanese  otenashis  were  offered  at  New  York  at  an  average  price  of  v2.58 
per  100  pounds,  .duty  paid,  in  September,  which  fell  to  .„;2.15  by  October  14. 
:Since  the  duty  is  :J5.00  per  100  pounds  it  seems  likely  that  these  prices  represent 
foreign  old  crop  beans  which  had  been  held  in  storage  in  hopes  of  higher'  new 
season  prices  and  which  are  now  being  put  on  the  market  to  stop  further  losses 
"from  payment -of .warehouse  charges.     Such  a  movement 'night  be  a  minor -factor  in 
-reductions  in  while  bean  prices  but  if  so  it  would  probably  be  only  temporary. 

At  Llarseille  prices  of  beans  from  the  Danube  in  September  were  slightly 
below    August  prices,  and  August  prices  of  white  beans  in  all  reported  European 
markets  had  been  sagging  a  little  below  previous  prices. 
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French  prices  of  most  domestic  varieties,,  for;  future  delivery,  on  the 
other  hand,  have  "been,  improving  since  June.,  and . in  late  September  were  •  above 
those  a  year  earlier-,  v/hich.  strengthens  other  indications  of  a  shortage  .in  the 
French  1932  crop1*       :/-  £<>  y  c\  •  .  j    --.  . 

prices  of  Chilean  beans-  converted  into  terms  of  American  currency  help  -  to 
explain  the  light  exjort  movement.     In  late  September  quotations  of  small  pea 
"beans,  cranberries  and  large  cranberries,  were  all  equivalent  to  about  ^3.28  per 
100  -pounds  while  red  kidneys  were  " equivalent  to  i,;-5.47  per  100  pounds,  which  is 
above  the  September  levels  of  similar,,  classes  in  the  United  States  and  above  the 
August  levels  in  Europe.  •  ;  ■■ 

Bean ; markets  in  the  United  States  have  been  fairly  quiet  recently, with 
some  preference  for  pea  beans.     In  Marseille  the  market  v/as  also  quiet  at  the  end 
of  September,  export  demand  v/as  dull,  and  there  -./as  little  tendency  to  build  up 
stocks,  but  a  fair  amount  of  sales  to  France  was  anticipated. 


Beans:  Price  per  100  pounds , specif ied  varieties  in  United  States 
markets,  years  beginning  September  1,1923-24  to  1932-53 

WHITE  BEAKS  AltD  LIMAS 


Crop  » 
year    •  ^ 

and'  ° 

month  : Domes • 
:tic 


Hew  York  price  from  receivers-  to 
who 1 e  s  al e  d i  s t r ibut or s , cho  i ce 


:Ghi- 

:  cago 


San . 
Francisco 


to  :f.o.b. 

local  : rail 
trade  ; Calif. 


Pea 


•:  Imported 


u-r  e  a  o 

Forth- 

ern 

l  ined-  - 
ium 


Ote- 

nashi 
Jaioan 


b 


i^v.  ■: 
Annual  ; 

19 23-  24 ;_ 

1924-  25: 

1925-  26: 

1926-  2?: 

1927-  23: 

1928-  29: 

1929-  30: 

1930-  51: 

1931-  32: 
Months : 

1931-  32: 

j^.u^,  t  ■  : 

1932—  35: > 

C*  ,  L       -  c 

q i  e  p  p  • "  : 
Oct. 14  j/ 


Dolls:     Dolls.   :Dolls.:  Polls. 


/5.S9 
6.42: 
5.44' 
5.33; 
3.51.; 

10.25; 
7.87: 
5.5P 


4.21: 
2.82; 

2.67: 
2.30; 


1/ 


a, 

5.23: 
7.12: 

..  .-  7.46; 
c/  5.40:c/4.56 
c/g/  (1.20):  2.33 


li. 

c/ 


7.69 


<W  (1.43): 


4.11 


5.72; 

2.77. 

_i/3.08: 
2.92: 


5/  I 


4.50 

1 .  <5o 


2.15 


Kote- 
nashi 
Jaioan 


Dolls 


5.01 


c/g/(  1 .36) 


4.58 

;/  (1.27) 


5/ 


(1.29): 
(1.3  5) 


l.iar- 
row 
domes- 
tic 

Dolls. 


;Lima,  :  i'i  '■ 

•  regu-i  Great  :         .  j/; 
;lar     u'orth-i  Small.:  Baby 
Ca lif : ern      : white : 1 ima 


Do  lis:  jjo  lis,:  Do  lis:  Do  lis. 


c/ 9.35: 
8  •  38 : 
5.97: 
q/9/20: 
_f /10JL6: 
e/9.41: 
5.50: 

<3  m  00  c 


3.88: 
2.97: 


11.47; 
14.78: 

X  J.  .  Oi.  . 

7 


•  3  3  • 
.54: 

.04i« 


3.28; e/ 8.14:  7.53: 
.13: 
.84: 


15.08: 
1 3 . 02: 


7, 


9.28: 

7  .      O  I 

7.90:  5.04:  4 
4.96:e/3.24:  2 


10, 

12, 


10 
10 


.70; 
.73: 


5.06 
4.96 


3.25:  5.41 


b/(4.8: 


2.55: 


2.91:  2.99: 
2.95:  2.82: 


,74 
15 
,1c 

92 
48 
,95 
65 


5.76 

3.28  { 

.3.9C 
4.18 


Conrz  inueo. 
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Beanss  Price  per  100  pounds-, .specified  varieties  in  United  States 

markets, j ears  beginning  September  1,1923-24  to  1952-53  -  Cont'd. 


Crop 
year 
and 
month 

Av. 

.nnual 
.923-24 
.924-25 
1925-26 
1925-27 
L927-28 
.928-29 
92  9-30 
.930-31 
.931-32 
Months 
951-52 
Sept . 
Aug,,  . 
.932-35 
Sept . 


  COLORED  3;^y3 

New  York  prices •'  from  receivers  to* 


wholesale  distributors,  choice 
~  Red  kTdney 


Domes-: 

tic  . 
choice 

Dolls^ 

b/7.88 
"  .10.26 
9.80: 
7.98 
8 . 50 
8.62 
'  10.10 
3.87 
3.03 


i/4.83 
2.70: 

3.10: 


Italy 


Round 
domes-; 
tic 


Cranberry 

Naga- 
uzura 

Japan  ■ 


Dolls. .Dolls. :  Dolls. 


Fru- 

tillo 
Chile 


Dolls. 


fc/7.66 


:k/o«,24 
"  4.35 


3.61 
8.10 
6  . 9  7 :  e  /o  •  8  9 


5.92: 
:g/V(2.21): 


5.46 


ct.l4j/  3.42 


4.58:  5.5? 

-.  -3.61 
: 

s  3.83 

.50}  2-92 


5.04:  4.74 
{  2.35): 


•S/  (2.35): 
g/  (2.32): 


Chi-, 
cago 
1 .  c .  1 . 

price 
to 

local 
trade 
pinto*' 

Dolls. 


7.42 
7.31 
"6.30 

~  5. 04 


5.28 

■■2.55 

2.97 
2.95 


Colo- 
rado , 
price 
to 

pro- 
ducers 


1  Pinto] 
Dolls . 

5..19- 
5.82 
4.55- 
5.18. 
.  5v52, 
5.78. 
4.53 

1.35 


1.  50 
1.30 

1.70 


San  Francisco,  f.o.b. 
rail,  Calif. 


Smal  1 

:  Cran- 

1  4 

:Pink 

; Black 

red  : 

:  berry 

;eye 

1  Tin  1  1  q 

•.Dolls. . 

.Dolls. 

5.67. 

;  5.57: 

.  4.82 

:  6.63 

•  t  •  (  3  ' 

7    ""<  Q 

;  7.52: 

9.70 

_e/.4.93 

: e/7.57' 

:e./5-.39e/5.48 

ft  o 
D  •  d<j 

.  D.OO1 

•  5.10" 

'  3.86 

4.91 

:  6.80: 

5.  51 

:  4.90 

5.57. 

.  8.15: 

c  '  /"  V"  ; 
o  .CO. 

c/9.  58 

5.91. 

/'8.48 

5.03: 

5. 52 ; 

3.90: 

:  3.39 

o  •  oo : 

2.99: 

.  2.53 

2.58: 

5.58: 

2.82: 

3.22 

2.85; 

2. 58: 

.  .2.75; 

2..  18 

2.85r: 

,  3.18: 

5.28: 

3.22 

2.9.5: 

'  3.18: 

3.20: 

D  .  ki2 

Hew  York  prices  are  averages  of  daily  prices  from  the  Tew  York  Producers' 
'•rice  Current,  Chicago  prices  are  averages  of  daily  prices  from  the  Chicago  Daily 
-fade  Bulletin.    The  prices  of  small  whites  are  averages  of  daily  prices  from  the 
an  Francisco  Commercial  Few's.     Other  San  Francisco  prices  are  one  price  a  month 
">r  the  Saturday  nearest  the  15th  of  the  month  from  the-  California  Fruit  hews.  The 
'j  lor  ado  price  to  producers  is  as  reported  by  Crop  Estimates  Division  for  the  15th  -. 
f'  the  month. 

prices  were  listed  as  for  "medium"  beans  in  January  and  February, IS 27,  ail 
onths  of  1928,  January  and  February  of  1929  and  from  January  1930  through 
•igust  1931. 

/    Prices  from  the  Grain  World, about  2  to  4  times  a  month  for  September  -  December 


923. 

/ 


-/ 

// 
./ 

7 

ii 


e/  Eleven  month  aver a  e. 


-noted  as  Michigan  great  northern. 


Ten  month  average  .  d/  Nino  month  average 

Six  month  average,  g/     In  bond.  h/ 

Quoted  only  the    last  few  days  in  September. 

Price  on  October  8  for  San  Francisco  and  October  12  for  Chicago. 
Sight  month  average.  lv     Seven  month  average. 

Red  kidneys  from  Chile,  n/  The  price  of  pinto s  f.o.b. shipping  point  bagged  in 
;arlots,  U.S.  ho.  1  aye-raged  J2.22  October  12  compared  with  p2.25  a  month  earlier. 
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Price  per  100  pounds  in  foreign  markets,  years  beginning 
September  1,  19 £5-23  to  i 9 32-53 


•  

:      Antwerp,  for  earl; 
:      del  iver  £ ,  '  V  f  •  6 .  b 



:  Iiarseii: 
:  _  •  c.i.f 

I  e,  ; 

G-alatz 

:     Otaru,  ex- 

:g  "warehouse   

Year 
and 
'  month 

9       -                *       . .  .... 

:  Pearl  :Kar- 
;rOw 

:  Sflial  1 
:flat 

;0te--  • 
: nashi 

:  Moldavian 
:hand  pick: 
;ed  a/ duty 

:Dan-  \ 
:com-  ": 

.Com-.  • 
raon  - 

: ptenashi 

:  .ITaga- 
;  uzura 

s'paid  into 

:m"on  : 

:  France- 

JL^  -  -  —  —  -      •  » 

:  a/;  : 

AV. 

: Do lis. : Do lis . 

rDolls.- 

—  ,  „  —  _  , 

;  ■Dolls. 

.    £blls«.  , 

;  Do lis . s 

Lolls.. 

,  Dolls. 

:  Dolls. 

Annual 

1925-2o 

■   < 

1 . 58 

1926-27 : 

p             ~  — 

1 . 32 

1927-23: 

2 . 74 

:c/  o.^9 

■3.77 

1923-29: 

-  '  : 

5.32  . 

e/  7.02: 

4.77 

1929-30: 

4.75:  5.27, 

4.  35 

»  "~~ 

2.51  . 

f/  j./'o: 

W 

o  •  25 

1930-31: 

f/2.98:  3.05: 

.  2.47 

:e/2.24, 

e/1.67; 

1.42 

1.67 

1.87 

1931-32; 

1.78:  1.35. 

1.46 

1.52. 

£/  1.87  : 

1.00: 

.75 

/•>  ;  ( l .  15) 

(1.40) 

IZonths: 

1931-32: 

li/('1.89j  : 

Sept.  ; 

.2.05:  2.57; 

1.54. 

;"  1.72: 

"  1.02: 

3.75-': 

1.19. 

1.07 

Aug.  : 

1.55:  1.44. 

1.32. 

;  1.42: 

;      1.52  \ 

*S0: 

'   '.71  : 

1932-33: 

Sept.  : 

1.60  : 

.05: 

vice  end  Consular  Service 
hrough  June  .1931-32  are 


Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Agricultural  Foreign  Sc. 
at  the  markets  ."listed.    Iiarseilie  price-s  from  .September 
furnished  "by  the  association  of  Sv/orn  Brokers.. 

a/  .  On  the.  "basis  of  6  per  cent  tolerance  loreigu  natter  and  colored  beans,  in 
hulk,  either  afloat  or  for  immediate  shipment. 


b/    In  cariots  at  storehouses  or  raiiwa; 


tat  lor.  s  or  port  line.  Prices  beginning 
1929-30  are  daily  averages.    'Before  that  the    were  as  of  13th  of  the  month  or""* 


day  cuoted  nearest 


Lat  date . 


Seven  month  average  "begihiiihA-  January. 
Eight  month  "beginning  January. 
Ten  month  average, 
Eleven  month  average. 

Eight  months  average  ending  April.  Prices  for  I-'ovember '  —  April  are  averages 
of  prices  on  the  1st  and  15th  of  the  month  and  tend  to  he  higher  than  would  he 
the  case  for  averages  for  the  whole  month  since  prices  were  falling  during 
much  of  the  period, 
h/    October  price. 


1/ 


